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FOREWORD
THE CHAIR OF SOUTH LANARKSHIRE CHILD PROTECTION COMMITTEE (SLCPC)
As Independent Chair of South Lanarkshire Child Protection Committee (SLCPC), I am pleased to present the SLCPC Annual Report (2022-2023) and associated Business Plan (2023-2024) that details the work of the Child Protection Committee as a multi-agency partnership. 

In the last year South Lanarkshire Child Protection Committee (CPC) responded to the pressures of the impact of three years of the pandemic and the recovery required to ensure the continuation of the wellbeing and protection of children,  young people, and families. The pressures of high demand for public services and high levels of staff shortages across all public services has and remains an issue.  These pressures have been made worse by the effects of a war in Europe, the Middle East, and the worst cost of living crisis for decades. Ensuring that the most vulnerable children remain visible to staff across services and continue to receive appropriate support remains a priority for all services. Procedures and guidance have been refreshed or introduced to address the impact of working with families during this difficult time. 

As we move forward, we have been able to make changes to meet new challenges, this included a new data set (2022), implementation of the new National Child Protection Guidance, 2021- updated in (2023), the CPCScotland Self-Evaluation toolkit (2023), the new National Learning Review Guidance (2021), the Getting our Priority Right refresh (2022), the new Care Inspectorate Self-Evaluation Framework (2022), and a number of associated new guidance and legislation published by the Scottish Government. Meetings on digital platforms and occasionally in person has supported maximising attendance and there have been significant improvements in the range and sophistication of digital platforms and in the digital skills and experience of attendees.

Awareness raising campaigns designed to enlist the help of the public in looking out for children at risk of harm or abuse were refreshed and continued throughout 2022 and 2023. The Public Protection Newsletter is a monthly edition and continues to disseminate information, advice, and helpful links to resources for staff across the partnership. All the new publications by the Scottish Government were a major step in progressing the National Child Protection Improvement Programme (CPIP) which began in 2016. The programme also focuses on the leadership of child protection work across the partnership and in disseminating learning from case reviews. 

Our work continues to be undertaken in partnership with colleagues in national and regional child protection forums. Strong partnership working continues to deliver good outcomes for the most vulnerable children in South Lanarkshire. The Child Protection Committee has close working ties with the other public protection groups within South Lanarkshire including the Adult Protection Committee (APC), the Violence Against Woman and Girls (VAWG) Strategic Partnership, Alcohol & Drugs Partnership (ADP), Community Justice Partnership (CJP) and Lanarkshire’s Multi-Agency Public Protection Arrangements (MAPPA). We also work closely with the Child Protection Committee of North Lanarkshire. This close working ensures we minimise duplication of effort and realise the benefits of a shared approach to continuous improvement of public services. 

As with the previous year there has been a focus on Learning Reviews during the past year which provided learning to be progressed as areas of development within a multi-agency context. Quality assurance work continues to take place with ensuring a positive impact is achieved.  The SLCPC Annual Report contains both national and local child protection performance and management information. We continue to develop the management information we hold within the Child Protection Committee. Such information helps us to identify trends, and practice issues and allows for comparison over time and with other local authorities. It provides us with evidence to support or review our policies and procedures and lets us see whether we are making a difference to the lives of children in South Lanarkshire.

 I would like to thank all the members of the Committee and the Chief Officer Group  for their continuing support and commitment to this work and to express a huge thanks to all staff across all agencies who work so hard to protect our children and young people every day. I also recognise the key role that everyone in our communities in South Lanarkshire play in supporting children, young people, and their families to keep them safe and protected and I look forward to continuing our work together in the coming year. 
Safaa Baxter
Independent Chair 
South Lanarkshire Child Protection Committee

1. THE WORK OF SOUTH LANARKSHIRE CHILD PROTECTION COMMITTEE
1.1 Background
The South Lanarkshire Child Protection Committee (SLCPC) is the local strategic planning partnership responsible for developing and implementing child protection policy and strategy across and between agencies as described in the National Guidance for Child Protection in Scotland (2021)
 – Updated 2023.
The SLCPC performs a number of functions in South Lanarkshire as described in Scottish Government publication; Protecting Children and Young People  - CPCs And Chief Officer Group Roles and Responsibilities Guidance (2019)
. This includes the development of policies, procedures, and protocols in securing the effectiveness and quality of local child protection services. The SLCPC provides high quality learning and development opportunities for a wide range of professionals, practitioners, and managers. It actively contributes to national work and embeds learning from national and local activity in striving for improvement across the child protection workforce. 
The core business function of SLCPC is linked to continuous improvement in the context of a set of quality indicators, as referred to in the current Care Inspectorate Guidance (2022)
 and provides a framework for evaluation across the partnership. The quality indicators have three inter-connected aspects:
· The impact that services have upon the lives of children and young people in need of care and protection and the outcomes achieved 
· The processes that support them 
· The individual and collective vision and leadership of those services

The role of SLCPC and its partners is to support community planning partnerships and key strategic groups by working together in the delivery of services for children, young people in need of care and protection
South Lanarkshire Committee (SLCPC) hold four business meetings a year with two additional development sessions that offer time to focus in detail on key national and local matters of interest. This work is supported by a number of multi-agency task groups who consider and respond to local and national child protection matters within agreed workplans.  
We have embedded the National Minimum Dataset
 for Child Protection Committees in Scotland to our programme of work.  This dataset provides information on trends and emerging issues in the protection of children.  The analysis of this data informs multi-agency child protection strategy.
We routinely report to the Chief Officers Group (Public Protection), the Integrated Joint Board (IJB), the Children’s Planning Partnership (CPP) and the GIRFEC Partnership Board to ensure outcomes are being achieved and Article 12
 (UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, 1989) is applied in all our work.
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This principle recognises children and young people as actors in their own lives and applies at all times throughout a child’s life. The SLCPC Task Groups and Joint Public Protection Task Groups have pivotal roles in reflecting on and adapting practice, while progressing evidence-based improvement plans. Through our local structures and membership, we provide individual and collective leadership and direction for the management, quality assurance and continued improvement of child protection services. 
1.2 Continuous Improvement 
Self-evaluation is central to continuous improvement. It is a learning process by which those who are responsible for improving services for children and young people in need of care and protection get to know how well they are doing. It can also help to identify the best way to improve their services. 
Opportunities to undertake joint self-evaluation are maximised in South Lanarkshire and aligned to multi-agency planning and reflected in the children’s service plan as well as the child protection committee. 
Self-evaluation helps to establish a baseline from which to plan to improve outcomes for children, young people, and families. Establishing how to make improvements in outcomes for children, young people, and families, and how to measure these, is the central aim of self-evaluation. The focus for SLCPC are those areas of greatest concern and have the most negative impact upon children and young people.
The continuous improvement programme is set out annually and considers current issues arising from Local and National areas for learning; this programme allows the CPC to measure against best practice across Scotland.  It also provides the partners with an indication of how good the child protection system within South Lanarkshire is and influences how we set targets for improvement. There are a number of planned self-evaluation activities for the coming year which will be overseen by the SLCPC Quality Assurance Task Group. These can be viewed in our Business Plan (Appendix 1). 
The Management Information Task Group retains an overview of information from key agencies relating to the protection of children and young people in South Lanarkshire. 
SLCPC works closely with the Getting It Right for South Lanarkshire’s Children’s (GIRSLC) Continuous Improvement Group in their oversight of self-evaluation and improvement activity. 
The established Inter-Agency Referral Discussion (IRD) Audit Task Group work to ensure that all those referred into the IRD system benefit from good quality collective decision making when proceeding with Notifications of Child Protection Concern (NOCPCs). We also focus on those Notifications NOCPCs that do not go to IRD to aid our understanding on decision making processes. Our evaluation process has informed the partnership what areas are developing well and where more focus is required.
1.3 Policies, Procedures and Protocols 
The SLCPC designs, develops, publishes, distributes, disseminates, and regularly reviews and evaluates clear and robust multi-agency child protection policies, procedures, protocols, and guidance to ensure that they support practice and service delivery. We routinely develop public protection guidance across child and adult protection In South Lanarkshire. We ensure that child protection policies, procedures, protocols, and guidance are developed around national and local work, fit with legislative frameworks, and reflect the principles of GIRFEC
 alongside existing and emerging key issues that inform our practice at local level. 
The SLCPC is supported by Task Groups. Each Task Group is subject to regular scrutiny and has a set of priorities embedded in its work. Action plans are reported quarterly to the SLCPC and to Public Protection Chief Officers Group as required. 
The multi-agency workforce is encouraged to use their own agency Child Protection procedures and to also refer to the new South Lanarkshire Multi-Agency Child Protection procedures published in 2023, in carrying out their child protection responsibilities. Specific topic related guidance developed by the SLCPC around key areas, support these. 
1.4 Promoting Good Practice 
The South Lanarkshire Child Protection Committee has a responsibility to identify and promote good, evidence-based policy and practice developments, encourage learning from effective publications and to identify areas that need to be strengthened.  The SLCPC has:  
· Identified networks, mechanisms, and opportunities to share lessons across South Lanarkshire and Nationally. 
· Fully implemented the National Guidance for CPCs Undertaking Learning Reviews Scotland (2021)
 and ensured robust mechanisms are in place for the identification, consideration and undertaking of Learning Reviews and Reflective Learning Reviews on behalf of the South Lanarkshire child Protection Committee and the Chief Officers Group Public Protection. Overseen by the SLCPC Strategic Case Review Sub-Group. 
· A number of processes are in place to identify good practice and disseminate lessons learned from past and current practice. 
· Work jointly across public protection wherever possible, including the Annual Public Protection events focussed on Leadership and Development. 
·  Continued to work with Public Protection COG (PPCOG) by undertaking a self-evaluation exercise with PPCOG, to create more ways to celebrate success and use it to strengthen partnership working at every opportunity.
· Work collaboratively across Lanarkshire in areas of interest, for example Contextual Safeguarding, Neglect, and the Interagency Referral Discussion.
1.5 Learning and Development 
The SLCPC ensures that its multi-agency teams have the necessary range of skills and professional expertise to carry out the child protection task. Child Protection training and staff development is undertaken at both single agency and multi-agency level to support the workforce in building their skills and knowledge, and in fostering a common understanding in child protection work. Through the SLCPC Learning and Development Task Group, promotes, commissions, and assures the delivery of quality multi-agency training. We have continued to build on our learning and development opportunities over the past year and can evidence that we are making a difference. 
· We value the importance of professional judgement in dealing with the risk and uncertainty of child protection situations. 
· The SLCPC has a dedicated Child Protection Learning & Development Worker who alongside members of the Joint Adult & Child Protection Learning and Development Task Group, evaluates, develops, and delivers high quality training. Attendance is maintained at very good levels and quality assurance results are high in terms of course choices, availability and learning outcomes. 
· We can evidence that as a result of learning with us, staff and managers tell us it has a direct positive impact on outcomes for children and young people. 
· The Learning and Development Task Group undertook a Training Needs Analysis in respect of Child Protection Learning and Development which included consultation from all SLCPC agencies in November and December 2021.  The findings from this analysis have been incorporated into the Learning and Development Action Plan which is managed by the Learning and Development joint SLCPC & SLASPC  Task Group. 
The South Lanarkshire Public Protection  Learning and Development Programme was published in January 2023
; 
Our Learning and Development Worker and the associated worker for the Violence Against Women and Girls Partnership were trained as associates in the Safe and Together Model in July 2022 and are now certified to deliver the Core, 1 Day overview and 1 hour briefing sessions.  The first cohort of the Core Safe and Together Training took place in September 2022 and work has successfully continued at pace since. 
In association with Action for Children, the Learning and Development Task Group worked to update and review the Neglect Assessment Toolkit for the identification, measurement, and assessment of neglect as a component of care.  We continue to support the Wellbeing work of Children’s Services.
SLCPC, SLAPC as partners of the Chief Officers Group (Public Protection) have agreed to host a large-scale public protection event across North and South Lanarkshire and will focus on leadership and practice in early 2024. . 
1.6 Public Information 
(a) Raising Public Awareness 
A priority of SLCPC is to maximise connectivity and visibility with children, families’ communities, and frontline staff. The SLCPC routinely works to improve levels of public awareness, understanding and knowledge of, and confidence in child protection systems. We have promoted our work in each of our four localities and engaged with communities around the theme of “Keeping Children Safe”. Including creating a suite of information for children, young people, and families about keeping safe on social media platforms.
The SLCPC continues to design, develop, publish, distribute, disseminate, implement, and regularly review its work, to improve how we keep the public informed and keep children and young people safe. We listen to children, young people, families, communities, and our workforce to produce public information about protecting children and young people. 
The Joint Adult & Child Protection Public Information and Community Engagement Task-Group works to enhance and improve levels of public awareness in the public protection agenda, and continue to identify ways to further engage children, young people, adults, and carers in our work.
We continue to support CPCScotland campaigns aimed at communities throughout the year including those routinely updated on the CPCScotland website.
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(b) Involving Children, Young People, and their Families 
The SLCPC ensures that the views of children, young people and their families are evidenced in its work, in accordance with GIRFEC principles.  We have strengthened our processes over time to ensure we uphold the rights of children and young people including the introduction of the Mind of My Own App, which continues to offer outstanding results. 
Our aim is to involve children and young people in the design, development, and implementation of SLCPC communications to ensure that information is accessible, and that children's experiences and perspectives are properly reflected. 
1.7 Getting it Right for Every Child in South Lanarkshire (GIRFEC)
 

By applying the principles of GIRFEC, we want children and young people in South Lanarkshire to be safe, healthy, achieving, nurtured, active, respected, responsible, and included. We are making considerable effort to promote and evidence with our partners through auditing the child’s plan, a shift from routine reporting of outputs to clear evidence of impact and desired outcomes being met throughout multi-agency frontline practice. 
Sources of evidence we consider are multi-agency chronologies, risk assessments, the views of children and families, core group activity, initial referral discussions and contingency planning across the partnership. 
SLCPC led on a comprehensive review of multiagency processes in assessing and responding to risk, while achieving outcomes for the children and families involved. We further examined paperwork and processes for consistency in practice.  An CP Assessment Checklist was developed to support frontline staff when undertaking child protection investigations. This is used widely across locality areas. 
1.8 Our Vision - Keeping Children Safe 
Children and young people in South Lanarkshire have the right to be cared for and be protected from abuse and harm in a safe environment where their rights are respected. All agencies work together in a collaborative way to promote the safety and wellbeing of children and young people in South Lanarkshire. 
The SLCPC supports national and local outcomes in the protection of children and the supports the GIRFEC approach to wellbeing to ensure that we improve the life chances for children, young people, and families at risk. The introduction the Children (Equal Protection from Assault) (Scotland)Act 2019 and its associated guidance developed by SLCPC with its partners in North Lanarkshire CPC is one example of its commitment to keep children safe, shared and adopted nationally as a good practice guidance for professionals is one example of our commitment to children in our communities. 
We recognise, respect, and promote children’s rights. These include rights to be treated fairly, to be heard and to be as healthy as possible.
Parents and families, communities, local and national governments, and organisations which work with children and families, all play a critical role in helping children understand and experience their rights. Our multi-agency practice is clear that we must ensure that children enjoy their rights, as set out in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). 
We work closely with Child Protection Committees Scotland and regularly share public messaging aimed at keeping children safe. 
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With our partners in Children’s Services, we encourage and welcome a proactive culture in making children’s rights central to our work. We are confident that by working together a rights-based approach can make a significant difference to children and young people’s lives.
2 PUBLIC PROTECTION
2.1 Public Protection 
	

	Public Protection South Lanarkshire
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The contribution of South Lanarkshire Child Protection Committee to strategic planning falls into the following two broad categories:
(a) Making and Maintaining Links with other Planning Forums
SLCPC forms part of the Public Protection Team in South Lanarkshire and has established key links with other bodies to ensure that plans and priorities are clearly linked to other national and local priorities. 
Partnership working continues to deliver services and supports that promote outcomes for the most vulnerable children in South Lanarkshire.  SLCPC works closely with the wider Public Protection Teams. Additionally, our work is link across Public Protection to reflect the Community Justice Partnership.
(b) Communication, collaboration, and co-operation 
Effective communication, collaboration, and co-operation, both within and between practitioners, managers and senior officers across all services and agencies, remain essential for the protection of children and families as described in our Communications Strategy. You can contact us here for a copy. The Committee will continue to raise awareness of Child Protection and its links to Public Protection. It continues to report to a number of key multi agency forums within South Lanarkshire.
3 OUR ACHIEVEMENTS 
3.1 Achieving Outcomes – Our Activities (2022-2023) 
Reflecting on the previous SLCPC Business Plan we completed a number of self-evaluation tasks and developed further how we deliver child protection support to children, young people, and their families.
Examples of how we have met the quality requirements set out in the Care Inspectorate’s Quality Framework for Children in Need of Care and Protection (2022).
· We continue to provide evidence through multi-agency case file audits that from birth, we are improving how we actively listen and take into account what children, young people and babies tell us about their world. This included a revision of our Participation and Engagement Strategy, further updated in 2021. We have acknowledged significant improvements will be made by the inclusion of advocacy opportunities for children in relation to the child protection process. 
· We used the Mind of My Own App for some of the year before moving to work in in partnership with Who Cares - Scotland This service is already working with looked after children. We introduced a new advocacy service for those children subject to Child Protection Investigation. Advocacy is offered to the young person ahead of the first Child Protection Planning Meeting (CPPM) and continues on the journey with a child subject to child protection registration to ensure their voice is heard. 
· Through various quality assurance methods, we have noted a significant increase in the use of both the qualitative and quantitative information gathered by the multi-agency workforce at the time a child protection event occurs. This is supported by the implementation of the National Shared Data Set for CPCs in Scotland. 
· We found continuing evidence in the use of the National Risk Assessment Framework
 and will continue to support the workforce in the use of the tool including the resilience matrix.
· We produced new multi-agency child protection guidance to support the introduction of the National Guidance for Child Protection in Scotland (2021) – Updated 2023
. This was supported by large-scale learning events for over 400 staff.
An audit on the communication between our Community Addiction and Recovery Service (CAReS) and Children’s Services outlined the need to improve the reports provided by CAReS for Child Protection Planning Meetings.  CAReS adapting their report to ensure that they are proportionate and effective in the sharing of information to inform decision making and care planning for children and young people.  This is now fully implemented. 
There were two Learning Reviews undertaken by the Committee in the period covered by this report in August 2022 – July 2023. These findings have assisted us to reflect on what works well and where improvements in communication, accountability, and a shared contribution to child protection work is required. 
During self-evaluation activities, we found  multi-agency assessments demonstrate improved intervention methods with children, young people and families who are fully engaged in the process. The use of contingency plans is improving overall and aims to ensure children and young people have increased opportunity to have their say. The child protection workforce demonstrates a strengthening picture around outcomes planning and work SMART to ensure they have demonstrable evidence on the impact of intervention. 
A strengthened Joint IRD Guidance for use Pan Lanarkshire was developed and published in June 2022.  An opportunity to routinely evaluate those cases that do not proceed to IRD was also established. The refresh of the Pan Lanarkshire IRD guidance has since been further updated in 2023 to meet the requirements of the new National Guidance for Child Protection including updates to Equal Protection processes described in the Children (Equal Protection from Assault)(Scotland) Act 2019.   The application of the new CP Guidance is monitored by the SLCPC Inter-Agency Referral Discussion (IRD) Audit Task Group to ensure that it is implemented effectively and the workforce has the capacity and the resources required. 

We have continued to deliver learning opportunities to the child protection workforce in a number of creative ways.  We have a virtual / hybrid and in-person training programme which offers a range of learning opportunities for staff across the partnership. 
The development and implementation of our Neglect Toolkit is an example of best practice and has not only been promoted across South Lanarkshire and neighbouring authorities, but across Scotland via CPC Scotland. The findings have been shared across various groups, and South Lanarkshire’s approach to introducing and using this toolkit are now being echoed in a number of other areas.  The toolkit is perceived to be significant in not only child protection work, but also in early intervention and preventative work with children and families.  

4 SELF EVALUATION & QUALITY ASSURANCE
4.1 SLCPC Outcomes Model
In 2022 / 2023 we further strengthened our resources and:
· Continue to implement the Neglect Toolkit 
· The Community Addictions and Recover Service (CAReS) reports for the Child Protection Planning Meeting (CCPM) has now been re-developed for use. 
· We continue to focus on routine quality assurance, measuring impact and improving outcomes.
· Worked jointly with the APC in carrying out a self-evaluation tool for the Chief Officers Group (Public Protection). 
· We analysed the information available from our quality assurance work and agreed to concentrate on five themes: assessment, risk assessment, care planning, chronology, and the voice of the child/young person.
4.2  Joint Self Evaluation & Activity Programme 
The quality indicators set within the Care Inspectorate’s – Quality Framework for Children in Need of Care and Protection Framework (2022)
 is to support self-evaluation of services for children and young people in need of care and protection and is designed to lead to improvement in services. It places the child at the centre of self-evaluation and looks at the impact that services can have on a child’s life as well as the positive outcomes that they can lead to. 
The SLCPC has in place an ambitious annual programme of multi-agency audit and self-evaluation activity that takes cognisance of national priorities and local requirements including quality indicators and emerging issues from the National Child Protection Improvement Programme. 
SLCPC AUDIT EXAMPLES

(a) Child Protection & Housing Audit 
In late 2022, the Lead Officer Child Protection, Development Officer Child Protection and Strategy Co-ordinator Housing and Technical Resources met to discuss the purpose and intended outcome of the small-scale audit.  It was agreed the focus would be on representation of Housing and Technical Services invited to attend child protection case conferences and their role in subsequent safety planning. 

Areas of Strength

· Housing Services were attended or involved with 100% of the cases audited either through the Child Protection investigation or Case Conference Meetings. Shelter and Breaking the Cycle Housing support services were involved in some of the cases as additional support.

· A good practice example was identified where it was evident throughout the Child Protection Investigation that communication, sharing of information and joint visits / between relevant agencies involved in the investigation had been excellent.

· Information contributed by Housing Services was relevant and proportionate to the Child Protection Investigation / Review Assessment / Case Conference.

· Partners worked effectively with housing services during the course of the CP Investigation in achieving the right support at the right time for families 
Next Steps

Working with the Quality Assurance Task Group we have agreed to focus on a guidance refresh for Housing & Technical Services to ensure full inclusion in any child protection meeting. We will also ensure that information is routinely sought from Housing & Technical Services for the Child Protection Investigation where more detailed discussion / information from Housing Services will service to  inform assessments.
(a)  Emotional Abuse Multi-Agency Case File Audit

In January 2023, South Lanarkshire Child Protection Committee (SLCPC) conducted a multi-agency case file audit of cases where children and young people were affected by Emotional Abuse. 18 cases were identified from across 5 locality areas.  The multi-agency audit team were trained in the use of the new Care Inspectorate Quality Improvement Framework Toolkit (2022). The auditors included representatives from Social Work, Health, Education and Police. 

The findings and outcome measures identified from the audit were analysed by SLCPC Quality Assurance and Management Information Task Group and made available to the Chair of SLCPC and its members prior to being presented at Chief Officers Group (public Protection). The Child Protection Development Worker collated all the qualitative and quantitative data and held a focus group with the audit team before submission. All practitioners whose cases were involved will be provided with a briefing where key findings will be discussed.
In 55% of the cases the children were currently on the Child Protection Register (CPR) - at the time of the file reading. In 45% of cases (under half) the children had been deregistered from the CPR in the past 12 months.

The majority of the children were supported by a multi-agency plan with a lead professional. Whilst we knew 100% were affected by Emotional Abuse, we found 94% were affected by Domestic Abuse and Parental Mental Health, 78% were affected by members of families who agencies struggle to engage with, 66% were affected by Parental Drug use, 61% affected by Physical Abuse and Neglect, 44% were affected by Parental Alcohol use and 11% affected by Sexual Abuse.
Areas of Strength 
· Evidence of good multi-agency working in most cases.
· Inter-agency Referral Discussion (IRD) was undertaken in almost all cases.
· Almost all cases have an assessment of needs, protective concerns, and risks.
· All cases held either a single or multi-agency chronology.
· A multi-agency plan was in place in almost all cases to manage the needs,   protective concerns, and risks for the child.
· Advocacy support was utilised to support children 
· Good practice examples were identified

Next Steps

Whilst good practice examples were evident. the SLCPC, working with the Quality Assurance Task Group have agreed to consider further improvements in ensuring the views of young people are always recorded in all case records.   

(b)  Contextual Safeguarding Audit

Contextual Safeguarding is an approach to understanding and responding to children's experiences of significant harm beyond their family and home. This approach recognises the different relationships children have in their schools, peer groups, online and in their community. As part of the implementation of a contextual safeguarding approach within South Lanarkshire, an audit was agreed to examine the current multi-agency response to extra-familial harm.  The findings will be used to examine the current situation within South Lanarkshire and highlight what next steps should be prioritised.  
The small -scale audit took place from in July 2023. The Audit Team comprised of a representative from social work, health, education, and police.  An audit tool was compiled by the Contextual Safeguarding short life working group with questions designed to examine evidence for how effectively the multi-agency group currently respond to young people at risk of extra-familial harm.  Findings included: 

· In 100% of cases there was evidence of the young person’s view being sought using a range of strategies.  There was also evidence that the parents’ views were sought in 83% of cases. 
· Pattern mapping and tools were used in 100% of cases, the most common being a CSE matrix,
· Multi-agency planning was evident with young people being supported by services such as the GIVIT, CAMHS, Family Nurse Partnership and the health and homeless service.
· In 100% of the cases, appropriate procedures were used to mitigate risk to the young person such as four-weekly risk management meetings,
· The IRD process was assessed as being effective in identifying risk and action required in 83% of the cases.
· 33% of the young people with a diagnosed or suspected neuro diverse profile were in receipt of CAMHS services. 
· Eighty-three percent of the young people had accrued offence charges linked to distressed behaviours associated with Child Sexual Exploitation, Child Criminal Exploitation, and peer on peer abuse.

Good Practice Example

Auditors noted the level of in-depth work with a number of cases which had clearly led to a reduction in risk and positive outcomes for the young people involved.  They acknowledged the intensive level of work required in order for these outcomes to be achieved and were keen that this continued to be supported by specialised teams within social work services. 

Next Steps

The SLCPC working with the Contextual Safeguarding Group have agreed to conduct a mapping of current processes in response to extra-familial harm. Work will also continue in the implementation of Contextual Safeguarding in South Lanarkshire. Discussion will also take place with Adult Services in relation to transitional arrangements for young people with continued support needs moving into adulthood. 

4.3 Action Plans
There has been evidence-based improvement through a variety of audits in relation to action plans. The focus is not only on the development and completion of actions plans but about showing evidence of sustained change over time. We continue to take opportunities to ensure actions are carried out where possible without delay. We seek tangible evidence of the improvements being made. We work SMART in doing so to avoid drift and ensure actions are concluded and sustained. 
Self-evaluation continues to help to establish a baseline from which to plan to improve outcomes for children, young people and families as well as promoting a collective commitment to set priorities for improvement.
4.4 Learning Reviews 

We have fully implemented the National Guidance for Undertaking Learning Reviews in Scotland (2021)
.  There were two Learning Reviews undertaken by the Committee in the period covered by this report in August 2022 – July 2023. Suggested strategies from these Learning Reviews are reported to the Public Protection Chief Officers Group and progressed by the SLCPC. 
SLCPC examined recommendations and suggested strategies from key national enquiries and also considered areas of good practice which resulted from both national and local Learning Reviews carried out in other parts of Scotland and the UK. The findings from each were fully examined and practice or policy improvements were made in light of the Reviews carried out where applicable.  
All activity is overseen by the South Lanarkshire Strategic Significant Case Review Sub-Group who are a sub-group of the SLCPC and act on behalf of the Public Protection Chief Officers Group (PPCOG). 
5 CHILD PROTECTION DATA COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS

5.1. National Child Protection Statistics


Children and young people aged 0 – 15 years living in South Lanarkshire, make up 17% of the population. In 2021, there were 3,109 births. This is an increase 6.6% from 2,918 births in 2020. Of these 3,109 births, 1,494 (48.1%) were female and 1,615 (51.9%) were male. South Lanarkshire has on average of 142 children on the Child Protection Register at any one time. Slightly more boys than girls required care and protection both nationally and locally. A higher number of children needed the support of more than one service and had a multi-agency child’s plan.
The information collected from local authorities and secure units is about children and young people who were formally looked after, under child protection measures, or in a secure care placement between 1st August 2021 and 31st July 2022. 
In the period 2021 - 2022 the Annual Report on National Child Protection Statistics (published 2023) shows that across Scotland, as of 31 July 2022:

· 2,031 children were on the Child Protection Register – down 4% on 31 July 2021. 
· During 2021-22, 3,286 children were newly registered onto the Child Protection Register – down 5% on 2020-21.
· The most common concerns identified at Case Conferences of children registered during the year were: domestic abuse, neglect, parental substance misuse and parental mental health problems
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5.2 Child Protection (National data) 

 The route of child protection processes is summarized in Figure 1. 
Figure 1 Children included in child protection statistics


Concern about harm or risk of harm reported may lead to an investigation (or no investigation) which may in turn lead to a case conference (or no case conference).  A case conference (now referred to as a Child Protection Planning Meeting) may lead to registration (or no registration) and may also lead to a referral to the Reporter. If a registration takes place, there will be regular reviews until de-registration.
The National Minimum Shared Data Set for child protection continues to guide our understanding of trends and influences in practice (see 5.4). 
5.3 National  Minimum Data Set for Child Protection Committees 

The National Minimum Dataset for Child Protection Committees is an action from the Scottish Government’s Child Protection Improvement Programme and sets out the need to deliver robust data sets to support child protection improvement and offer national resource for advice on using child protection data for local planning and service development. 
The data set expands analytical capacity on the indicators reported to the Child Protection Committee. This is managed by the SLCPC Management Information task Group and reported to the SLCPC and Public Protection COG.
5.4 How do children come to be counted in child protection figures? 
The diagram below gives a high-level illustration of the main routes by which children would be included. Please note this national graphic does not include IRD which is applied locally. 
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5.6 Child Protection Register (per 1,000 pop in South Lanarkshire 2016 – 2022)

	CPR

2016
	POP
	CPR

2017
	POP
	CPR

2018
	POP
	CPR

2019
	POP
	CPR

2020 
	POP
	CPR 2021
	POP
	CPR 2022
	POP

	162
	3.0
	140
	2.5
	180
	3.3
	116
	2.1
	157
	2.8
	116
	2.1
	106
	1.9


The Service Manager Children & Justice (SWR) is South Lanarkshire’s Keeper of the Register. The National Child Protection Statistics for Scotland report on the year prior to the report published. In the period 2021-2022 it shows South Lanarkshire – 1.9 per 1000 of population. This is considerably lower than the previous year. The national average per head of child population is 2.2.  
5.7 Child Protection Register (Scotland) 
On 31 July 2022, 2,031 children were on the Child Protection Register. This is a 4% decrease since 2021 and the lowest this figure has been since 2002 (see Chart 1).
Number of children on the Register by age, 2000-2022 
(a) Characteristics of children (Scotland)
Of those children on the Register on 31 July 2022, 50% were male, 45% were female, and 5% were not yet born, as seen below, the proportion of children on the Register aged under 5 years has decreased from 52% in 2021 to 48% in 2022, while the number of children aged 5 years and over has increased from 48% in 2021 to 52% in 2022.
(b) Number and percentage of children on the Child Protection Register by sex and age, on 31 July 2022 (Scotland)
	Sex and age
	2012 
 Number
	2012  Percentage
	2021 
 Number
	2021 Percentage
	2022
   Number
	2022 Percentage

	Sex
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Male
	1,335
	49%
	1,019
	48%
	1,006
	50%

	Female
	1,268
	47%
	994
	47%
	922
	45%

	Unborn [Note 2] 
	93
	3%
	106
	5%
	103
	5%

	Unknowns 
	2
	0%
	0
	0%
	0
	0%

	Age
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Unborn
	93
	3%
	106
	5%
	103
	5%

	0-4
	1,340
	50%
	990
	47%
	876
	43%

	5-10
	765
	28%
	681
	32%
	677
	33%

	11-15
	407
	15%
	330
	16%
	353
	17%

	16+
	*
	*
	12
	1%
	22
	1%

	Unknown
	*
	*
	0
	0%
	0
	0%

	Total
	2,698
	100%
	2,119
	100%
	2,031
	100%


[Note 1] Some totals may not exactly equal the sum of their parts due to the effects of rounding. [Note 2] Unborn children with both a known and unknown sex.
(c) Number and percentage of children on the Child Protection Register by sex and age, on 31 July 2022 (Local)
	
	2012
	2012
	2021
	2021
	2022
	2022

	Sex and Age
	Number
	Percentage
	Number
	Percentage
	Number
	Percentage

	Sex
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Male
	78
	47%
	55
	47%
	52
	49%

	Female
	80
	48%
	61
	53%
	54
	51%

	Unborn
	7
	4%
	0
	0%
	0
	0%

	Unknown
	0
	0%
	0
	0%
	0
	0%

	Total
	165
	100%
	116
	100%
	106
	100%

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Age
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4 and under
	76
	46%
	53
	46%
	41
	39%

	5-10
	66
	40%
	41
	35%
	38
	36%

	11-15
	23
	14%
	21
	18%
	21
	20%

	16+
	0
	0%
	1
	1%
	6
	6%

	Total
	165
	100%
	116
	100%
	106
	100%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


(d)  Number and rate per 1,000 children on the Register by local authority, on 31 July 2022

	Local authority
	2012
Number
	2012
Rate
	2021
Number
	2021
Rate
	2022
Number
	2022
Rate

	Aberdeen City
	87
	2.7
	83
	2.3
	115
	3.2

	Aberdeenshire
	73
	1.5
	73
	1.5
	89
	1.8

	Angus
	59
	2.9
	45
	2.4
	59
	3.2

	Argyll and Bute
	48
	3.3
	32
	2.6
	21
	1.7

	City of Edinburgh
	223
	3.1
	97
	1.2
	104
	1.3

	Clackmannanshire
	55
	5.9
	41
	4.6
	15
	1.7

	Dumfries and Galloway
	94
	3.7
	34
	1.5
	41
	1.8

	Dundee City
	82
	3.5
	84
	3.5
	61
	2.6

	East Ayrshire
	73
	3.4
	69
	3.3
	80
	3.8

	East Dunbartonshire
	23
	1.2
	23
	1.2
	35
	1.8

	East Lothian
	62
	3.3
	29
	1.5
	41
	2.1

	East Renfrewshire
	36
	2.0
	8
	0.4
	10
	0.5

	Falkirk
	73
	2.6
	101
	3.7
	75
	2.7

	Fife
	205
	3.2
	152
	2.4
	136
	2.1

	Glasgow City
	436
	4.6
	280
	2.8
	270
	2.7

	Highland
	116
	2.8
	96
	2.5
	93
	2.4

	Inverclyde
	33
	2.4
	26
	2.1
	44
	3.6

	Midlothian
	117
	7.5
	38
	2.1
	24
	1.3

	Moray
	45
	2.7
	35
	2.2
	50
	3.1

	Na h-Eileanan Siar
	8
	1.7
	5
	1.2
	11
	2.7

	North Ayrshire
	74
	3.0
	115
	5.3
	93
	4.2

	North Lanarkshire
	80
	1.2
	117
	1.9
	84
	1.4

	Orkney Islands
	*
	*
	3
	0.8
	2
	0.6

	Perth and Kinross
	41
	1.6
	66
	2.7
	51
	2.1

	Renfrewshire
	86
	2.8
	71
	2.4
	78
	2.6

	Scottish Borders
	37
	1.9
	34
	1.8
	39
	2.1

	Shetland Islands
	*
	*
	8
	1.9
	14
	3.4

	South Ayrshire
	64
	3.5
	19
	1.1
	22
	1.3

	South Lanarkshire
	165
	3.0
	119
	2.1
	106
	1.9

	Stirling
	40
	2.5
	55
	3.7
	35
	2.3

	West Dunbartonshire
	35
	2.2
	58
	3.8
	41
	2.7

	West Lothian
	118
	3.3
	103
	2.9
	92
	2.6

	Scotland
	2,698
	2.9
	2,119
	2.3
	2,031
	2.2


[Note 1] Rate per 1,000 for 2021 and 2022 calculated using NRS mid 2021 population estimates (0-15 years). Rates may vary slightly from previous publications due to updated Mid-Year Population Estimates. [Note 2] The rate shown in this table includes unborn children who are on the Register.
5.9 Investigations, case conferences, and associated registration
A Child Protection Investigation refers to a joint investigation between social work, police, and health services (as well as any other relevant agencies). 
The purpose of the investigation is to determine whether any child protection action is required and whether a Case Conference should be held. During 2021-22, 11,473 Child Protection Investigations were conducted in Scotland (rate of 12.6 per 1,000 children).
A Case Conference (now referred to as a Child Protection Planning Meeting - CPPM) is an inter-agency meeting convened when there are concerns that a child is or may be at risk of significant harm. The purpose of the meeting is to ensure relevant information is shared (where it is proportionate to do so), to conduct a collective assessment of risk, and to agree a plan to minimize risk of harm to the child. During 2021-22, 4,058 initial and pre-birth Case Conferences were held (a rate of 4.5 per 1,000 children).
If there are reasonable grounds to believe or suspect that a child has suffered or will suffer significant harm from abuse or neglect, and that a Child Protection Plan is needed to protect and support the child, the child may be placed on the Register. From the 4,058 initial and pre-birth Case Conferences held during 2021-22, 3,210 registrations took place (3.5 rate per 1,000 children) which reflects a conversion rate of around 79%.
(a) Number and rate per 1,000 of child protection investigations, initial and pre-birth Case Conferences, and associated registrations by local authority, 2021-22 (Scotland)
	Local authority
	 Total number of Investigations
	Rate per 1,000 Investigations
	Total number of initial and pre-birth Case Conferences
	Rate per 1,000 initial and pre-birth Case Conferences

	Aberdeen City
	183
	5.1
	167
	4.7

	Aberdeenshire
	375
	7.7
	118
	2.4

	Angus
	219
	11.7
	98
	5.3

	Argyll and Bute
	101
	8.1
	37
	3.0

	City of Edinburgh
	1,033
	13.1
	169
	2.1

	Clackmannanshire
	170
	19.2
	37
	4.2

	Dumfries and Galloway
	250
	10.9
	89
	3.9

	Dundee City
	642
	27.1
	142
	6.0

	East Ayrshire
	307
	14.8
	132
	6.3

	East Dunbartonshire
	167
	8.6
	84
	4.3

	East Lothian
	353
	17.8
	75
	3.8

	East Renfrewshire
	25
	1.3
	25
	1.3

	Falkirk
	486
	17.6
	190
	6.9

	Fife
	834
	13.1
	266
	4.2

	Glasgow City
	1,012
	10.1
	442
	4.4

	Highland
	410
	10.8
	138
	3.6

	Inverclyde
	117
	9.6
	75
	6.1

	Midlothian
	584
	31.9
	99
	5.4

	Moray
	358
	22.5
	60
	3.8

	Na h-Eileanan Siar
	11
	2.7
	27
	6.7

	North Ayrshire
	402
	18.4
	218
	10.0

	North Lanarkshire
	675
	11.0
	207
	3.4

	Orkney Islands
	78
	22.0
	18
	5.1

	Perth and Kinross
	322
	13.3
	90
	3.7

	Renfrewshire
	382
	12.8
	197
	6.6

	Scottish Borders
	185
	9.9
	64
	3.4

	Shetland Islands
	89
	21.7
	18
	4.4

	South Ayrshire
	136
	7.9
	52
	3.0

	South Lanarkshire
	692
	12.4
	321
	5.8

	Stirling
	14
	0.9
	57
	3.8

	West Dunbartonshire
	193
	12.7
	123
	8.1

	West Lothian
	668
	19.0
	223
	6.3

	Scotland
	11,473
	12.6
	4,058
	4.5


5.10 Concerns identified at Child Protection Case Conferences of children registered during the year (Scotland)
In total, 9,274 concerns were identified at Case Conferences of all children registered during 2021-22. Of the total number of concerns identified, the most common concerns were domestic abuse (16%), neglect (15%), parental mental health problems (14%), parental substance use (15%), and emotional abuse (13%; see Chart 2). 
This statistic is reported here for the first time, in previous years concerns identified were reported for children on the Register on 31 July – this information is available in the national  Additional Table 1.2.  The number of concerns identified at Case Conferences as a proportion of all registrations during the year can be found in the national Additional Table 1.5. The highest proportion of concerns recorded were domestic abuse (46%); neglect (43%); parental substance misuse (42%); parental mental health problems (41%); and emotional abuse (37%).
(a) Number of concerns identified at Case Conferences of children registered during the year, 2021-22 (Scotland)
Multiple concerns can be recorded (rather than just the main category of concern). This means that the total number of concerns will be greater than the total number of registrations.
(b) Concerns identified at Child Protection Case Conferences of children registered during the year (Local)
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5.11 Child Protection Registrations and De-Registrations
(a) Registrations (Scotland)
During 2021-22, there was a total of 3,286 registrations during the year following an initial, pre-birth, or a transfer-in conference. This is a 5% decrease from 2020-21. The majority of registrations (78%) concerned children who had not been registered before. 

Of those registered, 22% of registrations were for children who had been registered before – a slight increase from 20% in 2020-21. Of these, the largest proportion of registrations (11%) were for children de-registered two years ago or more.
Number and percentage of registrations during the year following an initial, pre-birth, or transfer-in Case Conference by length of time since previous de-registration [Note 1]
	Time since last de-registration
	2012 
Number
	2012  Percentage
	2021  Number
	2021
Percentage
	2022
Number
	2022 Percentage

	Never been registered before
	3,408
	82%
	2,757
	80%
	2,573
	78%

	Registered before but time unknown
	10
	0%
	0
	0%
	0
	0%

	Less than 6 months
	89
	2%
	77
	2%
	71
	2%

	6 months to under 1 year
	99
	2%
	80
	2%
	114
	3%

	1 year to under 18 months
	83
	2%
	92
	3%
	77
	2%

	18 months to under 2 years
	79
	2%
	66
	2%
	58
	2%

	2 years or more
	304
	7%
	363
	10%
	368
	11%

	Unknown whether child was registered before 
	83
	2%
	24
	1%
	25
	1%

	Total
	4,155
	100%
	3,459
	100%
	3,286
	100%


[Note 1] Some totals may not exactly equal the sum of their parts due to the effects of rounding.
(b) Registrations (Local)
Number and rate (per 1,000 pop) of registrations during the year following an initial, pre-birth, or transfer-in Case
	2016


	2017
	2018
	2019
	2020
	2021
	2022

	No.
	Rate
	No.
	Rate
	No.
	Rate
	No.
	Rate
	No.
	Rate
	No.
	Rate
	No.
	Rate

	273
	5.0
	251
	4.6
	295
	5.3
	220
	4.0
	280
	5.0
	239
	4.3
	225
	4.0


5.12 De-registrations (Scotland)
If and when the practitioners working with the child and family decide that the risk of significant harm to the child has been sufficiently reduced and the child or young person is no longer in need of a Child Protection Plan, the child may be de-registered from the Register. 

During 2021-22, a total of 3,364 children were de-registered from the Register – a 15% decrease since 2020-21. More than half of de-registrations (55%) were due to an improved home situation while 84% of de-registrations were for children on the Child Protection Register for less than one year
(a) Number and percentage of de-registrations during the year by length of time on Registration and reason for de-registration
	Length of time registered and reason for
de-registration


	2012 
 Number


	2012  %


	2021 
 Number


	2021 %


	2022
 Number


	2022 %



	Length of time registered
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Less than 6 months
	1,929
	46%
	1,814
	46%
	1,655
	49%

	6 months to under 1 year
	1,535
	37%
	1,395
	35%
	1,170
	35%

	1 year to under 18 months
	516
	12%
	444
	11%
	313
	9%

	18 months to under 2 years
	117
	3%
	158
	4%
	111
	3%

	2 years or more
	58
	1%
	73
	2%
	75
	2%

	No date of registration information
	0
	0%
	91
	2%
	40
	1%

	Reason for de-registration
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Child taken into care & risk reduced
	582
	14%
	404
	10%
	407
	12%

	Child with other carers
	295
	7%
	289
	7%
	197
	6%

	Child died
	9
	0%
	7
	0%
	8
	0%

	Removal of perpetrator
	70
	2%
	141
	4%
	164
	5%

	Improved home situation
	1,742
	42%
	2,209
	56%
	1,841
	55%

	Child automatically de-registered because of age
	6
	0%
	7
	0%
	4
	0%

	Child moved away - no continued risk
	20
	0%
	16
	0%
	19
	1%

	Other reason
	1,431
	34%
	902
	23%
	724
	22%

	Reason not known [Note 2]
	0
	0%
	0
	0%
	0
	0%

	Total
	4,155
	100%
	3,975
	100%
	3,364
	100%


[Note 1] Some totals may not exactly equal the sum of their parts due to the effects of rounding. 

[Note 2] Includes where a child transferred to another local authority and where reason has not been recorded

(b) De-Registrations (local) 

	Length of time registered and reason for de-registration
	2012
	2012  Percentage
	2021
	2021 Percentage
	2022
	2022 Percentage

	
	 Number
	
	 Number
	
	 Number
	

	Length of time registered
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Less than 6 months
	99
	44%
	186
	67%
	156
	66%

	6 months to under 1 year
	81
	36%
	71
	26%
	65
	27%

	1 year to under 18 months
	26
	12%
	20
	7%
	12
	5%

	18 months to under 2 years
	17
	8%
	0
	0%
	5
	2%

	2 years or more
	1
	0%
	0
	0%
	0
	0%

	No date of registration information
	0
	0%
	0
	0%
	0
	0%

	Reason for de-registration
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Child taken into care & risk reduced
	20
	9%
	43
	16%
	31
	13%

	Child with other carers
	0
	0%
	0
	0%
	0
	0%

	Child died
	0
	0%
	0
	0%
	1
	0%

	Removal of perpetrator
	0
	0%
	0
	0%
	0
	0%

	Improved home situation
	192
	86%
	223
	81%
	197
	83%

	Child automatically de-registered because of age
	0
	0%
	0
	0%
	0
	0%

	Child moved away - no continued risk
	12
	5%
	11
	4%
	9
	4%

	Other reason
	0
	0%
	0
	0%
	0
	0%

	Reason not known [Note 2]
	0
	0%
	0
	0%
	0
	0%

	Total
	224
	100%
	277
	100%
	238
	100%


5.13 The Scottish Children’s Reporter Administration (SCRA) 
SCRA produces data per local authority annually.

In table (a)  information relates to Children referred and referrals by sex.  743 referrals were received relating to children and young people in South Lanarkshire, of which 459 were progressed by the Reporter for further consideration at a Children’s Hearing.  
In table (b) information relates to compulsory supervision orders made or already in place during the specified period. A total of 95 children were placed on a Compulsory Supervision Order (s83, Children’s Hearing (Scotland) Act 2011. A total of 133 had their Order terminated. At the year-end, a total of 383 were subject to compulsion. 34 children were subject to Child Protection Orders. 

You can view all the most recent statistics per local authority area for April 2022 – March 2023 here
(a) Children Referred and referrals received by sex
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(b) Children with Compulsory Supervision by age. 

NB: Data includes the number of Child Proteciton Orders in the same period. 
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6 TRAINING, LEARNING AND STAFF DEVELOPMENT
6.1 Key Functions

One of the key functions of South Lanarkshire Child Protection Committee is to prepare and deliver an extensive programme of multi-agency child protection learning and development opportunities. Training is available to all agencies both statutory and non-statutory in our area who support children, young people, and families.  Demand continues to be high using hybrid modelling for delivery.

6.2 SLCPC Learning and Development Programme

The learning and development programme has been revised to reflect current trends, and updated guidance. It offers a range of learning opportunities. Using a national learning and development framework (currently under review) we routinely self-evaluate our training and learning and development opportunities to ensure it meets both local and national standards in getting it right for the child protection workforce and children, young people, and families in South Lanarkshire. We include lessons learned from local and national Learning Reviews and legislative changes as they occur. 
Our new training programme plan
 for the next period linked to our business plan can be accessed via the link below or by emailing the Learning and Development Worker at PublicProtectionOffice@southlanarkshire.gov.uk
Further development opportunities continue to be available in partnership with colleagues across Public Protection and are promoted as available. 

7 LEADERSHIP, GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY 

As leaders, the Public Protection Chief Officers Group (PPCOG) agree and provide a clear vision, shared values and aims that promote the protection of all children and young people. The PPCOG’s commitment to the protection of children and young people have been restated by the local authority Chief Executive; and by driving forward improvements in child protection policy and practice to meet the needs of children and young people at risk of harm, abuse, or neglect. The PPCOG demonstrates effective collaborative working to discharge its child protection responsibilities and consistently promotes effective joint working. Supported by the SLCPC Chair and Child Protection Lead Officer, members drive forward an extensive work plan and routinely evaluate its work to ensure there is a clear focus on continuous improvement and accountability, by the application of outcomes measures.
The Child Protection Improvement Programme (CPIP) identified leadership as a “critical factor in creating a system with effective processes and a culture to ensure children are protected from abuse and neglect”. The National Child Protection Leadership Group has been supporting Chief Officers and CPCs strengthen delivery of their responsibilities in a number of ways. The Scottish Government published Protecting Children Young People Child Protection Committee & Chief Officer Responsibilities (Feb 2019)
 which supports our planning processes. The Public Protection Chief Officers publication Induction Resource was developed in 2021. As a good practice example, it was published by the Scottish Government with the purpose of highlighting legislation, guidance, and policies relevant to public protection in a national context, and to offer specific detail on the role and responsibility of Chief Officers. 
Development sessions with the Public Protection Chief Officers Group (PPCOG) are facilitated by the SLCPC & SLASPC Chair, and the lead officers from the public protection team. 
The PPCOG has sought to be self-aware and has undertaken self-evaluation exercises to consider the progress made and where improvements are needed. This is supported by a SMART action plan where progress is monitored quarterly at PPCOG meetings. The self-evaluation activities have been framed around honest challenge and we have had the benefit of staff survey evidence related to inspection activity that has helped highlight areas of strength and for further improvement.
Leaders across the partnership make efforts to be visible and to articulate to frontline colleagues to indicate the direction for child protection activities but also through products like the Children’s Services Plan and the South Lanarkshire Child Protection Committee Annual Report & Business Plan, to articulate our approach to early intervention and protection. 
Leaders have however been clear in our prioritisation of needs approach that clinical safety and public protection activities will always be prioritised over any other areas of spend and this is reflected in the difficult budgetary decisions that are faced.

In relation to strengths, the partnership relationships are very positive with a clear and evident level of healthy challenge in holding each other to account. There is an absolute commitment to the promotion of public protection and taking a whole system approach to the services that support the most vulnerable residents in our area. There is a considerable range of good practice across the partnership and a continuing commitment to innovative practice. 
The SLCPC Chair and Lead Officer meet with the Public Protection Chief Officers Group quarterly to discuss, inform, report, and seek assurance and direction on child protection matters of local and national interest. The priorities for the year ahead can be viewed in the South Lanarkshire Child Protection Committee Business Plan August 2023 – July 2024 as shown in Appendix 1.
Appendix 1 
South Lanarkshire Child Protection Committee (SLCPC)
Business Plan 2023 – 2024
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Our Business Plan August 2023 – July 2024 has been developed with reference to our locally identified areas for improvement and includes the outcomes set within the Child Protection Improvement Programme (CPIP) and the quality indicators set out in the recently revised Care Inspectorate Quality Framework for Children and Young People in need of Care and Protection (2022)
 
The South Lanarkshire Public Protection Chief Officers Group (PPCOG) are responsible for ensuring an Annual Report and Business Plan for the year ahead is published as stated in the   National Guidance - Child Protection Committee and Chief Officer Responsibilities (2019) this includes ensuring formal processes are in place to evaluate progress as outlined in our Business Plan (2023-2024). Objectives and areas for improvement that arise from the Annual Report and audits, self- evaluation undertaken are progressed by the SLCPC Quality Assurance and Management Information Sub-Groups as they arise. Learning Reviews improvements are governed by the Strategic Case Review Sub-Group and feed into quality assurance work of the SLCPC and is reported to the PPCOG. 
Chief Officers are responsible and accountable for improving the experience of and outcomes for children who may need protection. South Lanarkshire Child Protection Committee (SLCPC) is the multi-agency mechanism to take forward this work.
Our overall aim is to improve the outcome for children & young people.  In doing so we place the child at the centre of self-evaluation and look at the impact the work of SLCPC can have on a child’s life and from practice, the positive outcomes as a result. 
We know key processes are the essential tasks and actions undertaken by staff in their professional relationship with children and young people which allow for best practice. Our business plan outlines our priorities for the year ahead.
Self-Evaluation in Planning Improvement 
Self-evaluation helps us to establish a baseline from which to plan to improve outcomes for children, young people, and families. This supports our collective commitment to set priorities for improvement that can be aligned with local business planning and provide a robust evidence base. Establishing how to make improvements in outcomes for children, young people, and families, and how to measure these, is the central aim of self-evaluation for SLCPC. 
The continuing focus for SLCPC is on those areas of concern that have the most negative impact upon children and young people. By using the Care Inspectorate’s Quality Framework of quality indicators, we can work together with partners to:
· Scrutinise and reflect upon practice and identify strengths and areas for improvement 
· Recognising and celebrate the work partners are doing that has a positive impact on the lives of children, young people, and their families and where there might be gaps 
· Identify where quality needs to be maintained, where improvement is needed and where partners should be working towards achieving excellence
· Allow partners to inform stakeholders about the quality of services for children, young people, and families. 
SLCPC recognise vision is key to planning for improvement and will set out what outcomes measures services hope to achieve to improve the safety, health, wellbeing and life chances of children and young people.
After undertaking any self-evaluation task, the next stage of activity for the SLCPC is making an action plan based on what is required to improve outcomes for children, young people, and families. 
Self-evaluation helps us to focus on their areas of expertise and good practice and use the learning to help staff continue to develop services and celebrate success. 
We value support at local and national level in getting it right.  Our key questions are as follows:
How good are we now? 
This is the starting point in our self-evaluation work and is the baseline for any further development and improvement. By using performance management information, intelligence gathered from quality assurance and feedback from children, young people, families and staff, partnerships we will be able to assess, analyse and evaluate how good they are currently. The use of the quality indicators will enable benchmarking of current practice alongside progress against local and national targets for SLCPC.  Important enquiry points include:
· How effective are key processes in achieving improved outcomes for children, young people, and their families? 
· Are we providing appropriate, accessible, high-quality services, activities, or opportunities?
· Are we setting and achieving ambitious targets? 
· Are we systematically improving the quality of what we offer? 
Answering these questions should help us identify strengths within and across our child protection work so we can begin to consider areas that need to be improved or further developed. 
How do we know? 
SLCPC work consistently to gather evidence and develop our auditing processes so we can demonstrate how well the lives of children and young people are improving. 
Alongside each of the quality indicators in this Care Inspectorate’s  - A quality framework for children and young people in need of care and protection (2022)
 are potential sources of evidence that assist us carry out the task.  We know self-evaluation can only be as reliable as the evidence supporting it. 
The key sources of evidence we include are: 
· Performance data collected nationally and locally 
· Feedback from children, young people and families who have experienced services
· Direct observation and auditing of multi-agency practice
· Regular review of a range of guidance that evidences decision-making and assessment of risk. 
· Our learning and development opportunities. 

SLCPC acknowledge reliable self-evaluation involves benchmarking inputs, outputs, and outcomes with comparator areas. Our self-evaluation is open to scrutiny and how evaluations are determined should are always transparent and credible. 
What we plan to do next? 
This question helps SLCPC to take forward the learning from the self-evaluation we undertake and assists us to develop a set of clear and tangible priorities for improvement. 
We use the evidence we have gathered to support our outcomes and change those that need more development. We use robust evidence to plan for future developments so they best meet the needs of those we work with. This allows identification of the most appropriate course of action to ensure improvement is realistic, achievable, and likely to impact positively upon outcomes for children and young people. WE work to ensure our improvement plans are SMART (Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Realistic and Timely). 
Please find our Business Plan focus for the period 2023 – 2024 using the Care Inspectorate Quality Indicators as are our guide below: 
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            Source: Quality framework for children and young people in need of care and protection NOV 2022.pdf
Quality indicator 1.1- Improvements in the safety, wellbeing and life chances of children and young people in need of care and protection 

Key factors for the SLCPC will be the extent to which by working together we are achieving: 
· Improvements in the safety and wellbeing of children and young people in need of protection. 
· Improvements in the wellbeing of children and young people for whom community planning partners have corporate parenting responsibilities. 
· Improvements in the life chances of care experienced young people up to 26 years of age. 
We also want to know to what extent can we demonstrate: 
· Positive and sustained trends (three years or more) in improving outcomes for children and young people in need of care and protection.
· The effective use of reliable data measures is providing results that demonstrate improving outcomes over time for children in need of care and protection. 
· Improved outcomes as a result of carefully gathered and analysed trend data that has been well used to understand cause and effect.
· Key measures that children in need of protection are increasingly safer.
· Action taken based on reports on performance using the Minimum Dataset for Child Protection Committees.
· We have systems and processes in place that produce reliable and robust data gathering and analysis. 

	QI 1.1 - SLCPC ACTIVITY 2023 – 2024 

(a) Carry out a number of planned continuous improvement activities over a number of identified child protection areas, as described in our self-evaluation programme.

(b) Consult regularly with the CPC and its Task Groups, reporting findings to the Public Protection Chief Officers Group (Public Protection) ahead of implementing change. 

(c) Conduct agreed multi-agency case file audits to consider practice, processes and the views of children, young people, and families in keeping children safe.

(d) Review local and national data related to Learning Reviews in achieving sustained change that improves outcomes through system change.

(e) Review locally, the National Shared Data Set Child Protection with our partners as part of continuous improvement work at local and national level.




Quality indicator 2.1 - Impact on children and young people 

Key factors for SLCPC will be a continued focus on:

· The extent to which children and young people feel listened to and that their views are taken seriously when decisions are being made.
· Evidence that children and young people’s wellbeing is improving across all the wellbeing indicators. 
· Ensuring children and young people have their rights protected and promoted and they experience no discrimination. Including those with learning or communication difficulties.
· Those who are very young, or whose disabilities mean they cannot easily communicate have their feelings and views considered by careful observation to identify and understand any changes in their health and wellbeing. 
	  QI 2.1 – SLCPC ACIVITY (2023-2024)

We will consider the impact on children and young people and the extent to which children and young people in need of protection have their needs met by:

(a) Ensuring children and young people feel listened to, understood, and respected by making available the information and opportunities they need. 

(b) Measuring how children and young people feel safe, healthy, achieving, nurtured, active, respected, responsible, and included through routine review of the child’s plan including risk and other assessments. . 

(c) Improving outcomes on the child protection register with the introduction of Advocacy for children subject to child protection. 
(d) Seeking evidence of increased contribution of voice and rights for children and young people attending child protection planning meetings.
(e) Organising public information events consult with children and young people in our communities on topics such as exploitation and online safety. 

(f) Continued work across public protection to strengthen our joint activities in relation to transitions for young people aged 16-17yrs




Quality Indicator 2.2 - Impact on families 
Key factors for SLCPC are:
· The extent to which parents and carers experience greater confidence in parenting and increased resilience. 
· Skilled practitioners, in children’s and adult’s services, establish good working relationships with parents and carers.
· Relationships between practitioners and parents/carers are based on honesty about what needs to change and why.
· Parents and carers are supported to build their parenting confidence through access to a range of services. 
· Parents and carers work in partnership with staff to develop the flexible support that they each need to build their resilience. 
· Parents whose children and young people are looked after away from home feel that their rights are respected. They feel supported by staff and carers to retain involvement in their child’s life. 

	  QI 2.1 – SLCPC ACIVITY (2023-2024)

We will seek evidence that:

(a) Parents and carers  feel that they are listened to and staff take what they say seriously. 
(b) Parents and carers consider that they are kept well informed about what is happening and why. 
(c) Consider that parents and carers are working in partnership with practitioners who know them well and understand their needs. 
(d) Parents and carers are motivated to make important changes in their behaviour using available assessment tools and frameworks. 
(e) We can evidence that in child protection work, parents and carers are much more confident, competent parents who no longer rely on services when they face difficulties.



Quality indicator 3.1: Impact on staff 

Key factors for SLCPC include the extent to which staff: 
· Participate in multi-agency child protection approaches that improve outcomes 
· Feel motivated and experience positive supportive leadership at all levels
· Feel listened to and respected by staff from their own, and other agencies
· Can demonstrate professional competence and confidence in practice
· Feel that their work contributes to improved outcomes for children and young people
· Staff routinely benefit from support and high-quality reflective supervision
· Staff are motivated to improve their practice through learning and development 
	QI 3.1 – SLCPC ACIVITY (2023-2024)
We will demonstrate the extent to which the child protection workforce participates in multi-agency approaches to improve outcomes for children and young people by:
a) Ensuring staff experience consistent levels of consultation that informs practice and helps staff feel listened to. 

b) Ensuring practitioners and mangers across the multi-agency workforce are aware of, and know how to refer to the SLCPC Communications & Media Strategy
c) Demonstrating confidence and competence in practice supported by high quality learning and development opportunities to meet their needs, through routine evaluation of learning opportunities,
d) Showing high levels of motivation to work together to achieve the best possible outcomes for children and young people.
e) Demonstrating high levels of confidence in their contingency plans, chronologies, risk assessments and agreed SMART Outcomes.
f) Routinely receive support and benefit from high quality reflective supervision. 

g) Have a shared understanding of the needs of children and young people subject to child protection. 




Quality indicator 4.1: Impact on the community 

Key factor for SLCPC include the extent to which: 
· Communities are confident in public services available to support families and protect children and young people in need of care and protection. 
· The views of communities are sought, heard, and taken on board to inform policies, planning and service development. 
· A range of approaches and mechanisms are available to support community engagement. For example, digital, written, and verbal communication, including access to translation, and specialist communications tools. 
· Communities have an awareness and confidence in their public role to protect children from harm, neglect, abuse, bullying and exploitation. 
· The views of communities are reflected in policies, procedures, and strategic documentation.
· Communities demonstrate their awareness of their role in protecting children and young people.
	QI 4.1 – SLCPC ACIVITY (2023-2024)
SLCPC will consider impact on the community and promote confidence in public services available to support families and protect children and young people by:

(a) Enhancing our website to ensure the most up to date information is available for those concerned about a child or have a child in the child protection system. Including information on social media platforms for children and young people.

(b) Widely circulating information in a number of different ways including a number of social media platforms, and printed information readily available in public places such as local council offices, health centres, hospitals, police stations, voluntary organisations, leisure services and education environments, as appropriate. 

(c) Displaying information created by children and young people in our communities about “Keeping Safe in South Lanarkshire”. 

(d) Ensure Members of the public are alert to signs of risk and harm to children and young people and are confident in sharing their concerns with services. 
(e) Members of the public have a high degree of awareness about how to report concerns and are confident that children and young people will get the help that they need as a result. 
(f) Children, young people, and families feel safe, supported, and cared for in the community. They live in increasingly safer communities and young people are viewed positively. 



Quality indicator 5.1: Recognition and Response to Initial Concerns 
Key factors for SLCPC are the extent to which effective processes are in place to: 
· Recognise and respond promptly to concerns about a child or young person’s safety or wellbeing. 
· Enable initial information gathering and investigation. 
· Ensure appropriate consideration of legal measures. 
· Support timely decision making about children and young people who need additional support or protection. 
· Ensure systems are in place for receiving and recording information from anybody who is concerned about the safety or wellbeing of a child (including outside office hours).
· Ce clear that staff, including those who work with adults, are alert to and recognise the signs that children and young people may need help or protection from harm. This includes patterns of concern over time and cumulative harm. 
· If a concern is raised about a child or young person that requires further exploration, staff have the skills to gather relevant information, know what the other sources of information are and how to get them. 
· Staff confidently analyse the information gathered to reach an initial assessment.

· Appropriate consideration is always given to arranging inter-agency referral discussions (IRDs) involving, as a minimum, police, health, and social work. 
· Inter-agency referral discussions (IRDs) always take place in response to child protection concerns including when new concerns arise for children or young people already receiving a service. 
· Early referral to the Children’s Reporter for consideration of grounds is always considered and reflect the GIRFEC principles in doing so. 
	QI 5.1 – SLCPC ACIVITY (2023-2024)
We will consider the extent to which effective processes are in place to recognise and respond promptly to concerns about a child or young person’s safety or wellbeing and ensure we are confident that: 

(a) Staff recognise signs that a child may be at risk of harm, abuse or neglect and report any concerns promptly and appropriately. This includes concerns of risk to an unborn baby. 
(b) Are alert to signs of harm, abuse and neglect includes self-harm and forms of exploitation.
(c) Staff recognise signs that a child or young person may present a risk to others and share concerns promptly and appropriately, clearly identifying what the concerns and risks are in accordance with national guidance where applicable, such as Care and Risk Management (CARM)
(d) All staff receiving these concerns respond without delay, whether concerns are made within or outside office hours. They gather information from all relevant sources to make an initial assessment of risk
(e)  Staff share information with others as needed to agree how to ensure public safety and the safety of the child or young person. 
(f) IRDs, involve, as a minimum, police, health, and social work and include education/ELC and other services working together to ensure child safety as appropriate.
(g) IRDs ensure that all relevant information is available and address all priority considerations. 
(h) IRDs ensure that all of the child’s needs are properly considered and appropriate decisions taken about subsequent actions. 
(i) Staff are sufficiently trained, skilled, and supported to make appropriate decisions on how to proceed, based on all the available information. 
(j) Investigations are planned and conducted effectively by staff with appropriate skills and training including the JII / SCIM model where applicable. 



Quality indicator 5.2: Assessing risk and need 

Key factors – the extent to which effective processes are in place to: 
· Ensure purposeful risk assessments are completed within appropriate timescales.
· Enable thorough wellbeing / risk assessments.
· To support staff to understand the nature and assessment of risk and make sound judgements.
· Create an environment where staff have a good understanding of their need to finely balance risk and need.
· Deliver assessments based on up-to-date, recognised frameworks such as the national practice model and the risk assessment framework. 
· Check that chronologies are used to identify patterns of significant events or experiences and routinely shared with partners.
· Be assured any assessments are used effectively to make informed judgements about the risk to and needs of each child or young person. This includes assessment of parental capability and capacity to change.
· Ensure assessments are kept up to date in response to any significant changes.

	QI 5.1 – SLCPC ACIVITY (2023-2024)
The SLCPC will continue to regularly review and audit child protection case records including scrutiny of risk assessment and other key processes as noted: 

(a) When reviewing records, we will seek to find if most child protection assessments are evaluated as good or better. 
(b) Assessments consistently contain full, concise, relevant, and accurate information and include a chronology of family and social history. 
(c) Assessment include analysis that makes clear links between the recorded information and plans for intervention or decisions to take further action.
(d) Chronologies are regularly reviewed and analysed to identify concerns, or an accumulation of experiences, that may adversely affect the child or young person. 
(e) Staff consistently use clear risk assessment methods. 
(f) Managers regularly scrutinise assessments of risk and need and review procedures and protocols and learning and development needs as a result of this.
(g) Consider the development of an accountability framework for managers in ensuring consistent  quality of reports and other key recordings. 



Quality indicator 5.3: Care planning, managing risk and effective intervention 

Key factors for SLCPC in effective intervention and risk management are:

·  Examining the extent to which effective processes are in place to support practice
· Evidencing developing plans to meet needs and reduce risk.
· Reviewing progress, joint planning, and decision-making.
· Providing timely and effective intervention to reduce risk, meet need and improve wellbeing.
· Securing stable and caring environments for children and young people. 
· Enabling care experienced young people to succeed in their transition to greater independence and adulthood at a time that is right for them. 
· Ensuring Comprehensive assessments are well used to develop plans that reduce risk and meet needs.
· Carefully compiling chronologies of significant events that are supporting effective risk management.
· Confident that Care and risk management plans are reviewed at appropriate intervals. 
· Able to evidence children and young people receive help that is proportionate to risk and need. 
	QI 5.3 – SLCPC ACIVITY (2023-2024)

SLCPC will continue to work with partners to ensure:

(a) The child or young person’s voice is always heard and acted on appropriately to the circumstances, in all planning processes. 
(b) Plans are of a consistently high quality and there is an individual and unique plan for every child in a family. 
(c) Plans are carefully linked to assessments of risk and need. 
(d) Staff have a very clear focus on risk of significant harm as central to effective management of risk and this is evident in the quality of the plans. 
(e) There are clear goals and outcomes for the intervention provided. 
(f) Meetings and decisions are recorded appropriately and the record made available to all relevant staff. 
(g) Meetings and decisions are recorded appropriately and the record made available to all relevant staff. This ensures that they are well informed about progress and any significant changes.
(h) We will further develop our work in relation to transitions with our colleagues in adult protection for young people (16-17yrs) 



Quality indicator 5.4: Involving individual children, young people, and families 

SLCPC will continue to work with partners to consider  the extent to which:

· The views, wishes and expectations of children, young people and families are sought, listened to, and taken into account.
· Children, young people, and families participate in the key processes. 
· Information sharing procedures are in place. 
· All children, young people and families’ views are recorded and taken into account in their assessments, plans and decision making. 
· Information that is provided about services is helpful and transparent. 
· Children, young people, and families know what information is held about them and understand that some information will need to be shared without their consent if it concerns safety. 
· Children and young people are offered independent advocacy and / or any supports that they need to fully participate in processes about their lives. 
	QI 5.4 – SLCPC ACIVITY (2023-2024)

SLCPC will continue to work together to ensure:

(a) Staff across the partnership listen carefully to children, young people and families and have a thorough understanding of their views, wishes and expectations in line with health and social care standards. 
(b) Feedback on outcomes of decision
making about the lives of children and young people are appropriately communicated to the child, young person, and their family. 
(c) We provide helpful information about services that is transparent and easy to understand. 
(d) Partners make available an information-sharing protocol  / guidance / briefings that are promoted by staff and easy to understand. 
(e) The views of children, young people and families are recorded and are taken into account in assessments. 
(f) Regular updates on the views and expectations of children, young people, and families. 
(g) Children, young people, and families are treated fairly and inclusively with a respect for difference. 
(h) Information is shared by consent and is managed and recorded to reflect discussions that have taken place to explain this and any exceptions. 
(i) Services act on information received from children, young people, and families to improve their individual experiences and experiences for others. 



Quality Indicator 6.1 – Policy, Service Development & Legal Measures 
Key factors will include the extent to which: 
· Shared policies across public protection reflect the vision, values and aims of the partnership, making them visible in day-to-day practice.
· Policies and procedures reflect national standards and guidance. 
· Through evaluation and data collection, we know that legal measures to protect children and young people, keep them safe and secure their future are appropriately considered and promptly pursued. 
	QI 6.1 – SLCPC ACIVITY (2023-2024)

SLCPC will continue to work together to ensure:

(a) Policies and procedures are consistent with the strategic vision of the South Lanarkshire Child Protection Committee. 
(b) A comprehensive suite of multi-agency guidance that reflect recent national changes to the child protection landscape are in place to ensure we have no significant gaps. 
(c) SLCPC Policies and procedures reflect a focus on outcomes and sit within accountability frameworks. 
(d) Effective communication and management systems are in place to ensure that employees understand and implement policies and procedures. 
(e) Best practice is promoted through the development of new policies and procedures. 
(f) Our guidance and procedures include the implementation of revised GIRFEC processes.
(g) Through learning and development, and current multi-agency communication processes; and with the support of SLCPC partners, achieves a high level of compliance with implementation of new procedures and ensures that all partners are informed of any changes or updates.



Quality Indicator 6.2 - Planning and Improving Services 
Key factors – the extent to which:

· Planning arrangements, including child protection committee business planning and corporate parenting planning, are leading to improved outcomes for children, young people and care experienced young people.

· Plans reflect the partnership’s strategic priorities for child protection and corporate parenting and commitment to a rights-based approach. 

· SLCPC and its partners manage and mitigate emerging or potential risks to children and young people. 
· Effective mechanisms are in place for developing, implementing, reviewing, and evaluating strategic and operational plans. 
· Governance and reporting arrangements are clear and reflect local partnership arrangements. 
· Our plans are informed by a strategic assessment of need, comprehensive data, and performance information. 
· Plans are fully reflective of the rights of children and young people. 
· Plans are informed by consultation with the public, children, young people, and families who use services, and staff and reflect principles of participation and inclusion. 
· Plans lead to tangible improvement in the lives of children, young people and care experienced young people.
	QI 6.2  – SLCPC ACIVITY (2023-2024)

SLCPC will continue to work together to ensure:

(a) We take account of the GIRFEC principles and the Health and Social Care Standards when developing plans. 

(b) Our plans specify SMART objectives and measurable success criteria, based on a manageable number of key priorities. 

(c) The SLCPC has in place clear lines of accountability to ensure that actions are achieved and progress is reported publicly. 

(d) SLCPC demonstrates effective joint working to improve services to children and young people in need of care and protection. 

(e) SLCPC has in place robust systems for monitoring performance and measuring improvement, as well as for regular reporting of progress to strategic groups. 

(f)   SLCPC adheres to national guidance and legislative requirements.


Quality Indicator 6.3 – Participation of children, young people,  families and other stakeholders.
Key factors include ensuring: 

· The rights of children and young people are promoted and respected.
· Consultation with children, young people and families is effective 

· Children and Young people subject to child protection processes know how they can share their views and the methods in which they can do so are easy to locate and use. 

· Communication methods and our sue of information technology are appropriate to stakeholder’s needs.

· Communication with children and young people, families and stakeholders enable their participation and engagement.
· Children’s and young people’s rights are promoted by SLCPC 

· Complaints are used to inform areas for service improvement
	QI 6.3  – SLCPC ACIVITY (2023-2024)

SLCPC will continue to work together to ensure:

(a) SLCPC engages in a meaningful way with a range of stakeholders to ensure that they are active participants in all aspects of children’s services planning. 
(b) That the voice of children, young people and families comes across strongly in all policy making and planning processes. 
(c) SLCPC works with partners to develop creative approaches to engage children, young people to help them inform and influence the way that can be used positively to shape policies and inform plans. 
(d) We can demonstrate how the views of children and young people have influenced policies and future developments.

(e) That children’s rights underpin our work

(f) Works with partners to ensure that children, young people, and families know and understand their rights, and are helped to exercise these. 



Quality Indicator 6.4 – Performance Management and Quality Assurance
Key factors for SLCPC include evidence  that: 

· Performance management and quality assurance practices ensure high standards of service delivery and improved outcomes for children and young people in need of care and protection. 

· Quality assurance arrangements enable staff at every level to take responsibility for the quality of their work. 

· Best practice is routinely identified and celebrated and inconsistent practice is identified and addressed. Learning is identified from both. 

· Performance measures, outcome indicators and standards are established and regularly reviewed. 
· National CP Minimum Data Set management information is reported, monitored, and reviewed. 
· Improvement targets are used against national, local, and virtual comparators. 

· Targets are reviewed regularly and used to monitor trends over time. 

· Performance management systems are well established and used to inform service delivery and workforce requirements. 

· Management information informs quality assurance and self-evaluation activities
·  Key processes are routinely quality assured and the findings are communicated with staff. 

· Practice management and supervision is informed by the learning from activities such as quality assurance, audits, and Learning Reviews 

	QI 6.4  – SLCPC ACIVITY (2023-2024)

SLCPC will continue to work together to ensure:

(a) SLCPC has as an up-to-date performance framework with an agreed set of standards and outcome indicators.
(b) Progress is overseen by accountable senior leaders and elected members who provide appropriate levels of scrutiny and challenge. 
(c) Analyses data from a range of sources and uses this effectively to inform planning for the SLCPC and its partners. 
(d) Routinely reports on the quality of services for children and young people in need of care and protection. 
(e) Uses performance information and quality assurance approaches to continually strive to improve the quality of work and improve outcomes for children and young people in need of care and protection. 
(f) Supports operational managers and staff to make effective use of performance data to support continuous improvement. 
(g) Creates a safe learning culture that is enquiring and aspirational and based on performance and self-evaluation. 
(h) Regularly communicates to staff expectations and aspirations to deliver services of the highest quality in child protection. 



Quality Indicator 6.5 – Securing Improvement through Self-Evaluation 
Key factors – the extent to which: 

· Self-evaluation Is prioritised, planned and co-ordinated by SLCPC. 
· SLCPC chows a commitment to delivering excellence in services for children and their families in need of care and protection. 
· The programme of self-evaluation is in place is developed and delivered jointly agreed by partners. 
· Self-evaluation priorities link to the local quality improvement framework and identified priorities in the children’s services plan. 
· Performance information and quality assurance information is used to inform self-evaluation activity. 
· Improved outcomes as a result of self-evaluation activity. 
· SLCPC analyse evidence from a range of sources to support findings of self-evaluation.
	QI 6.5 – SLCPC ACIVITY (2023-2024)

SLCPC will continue to work together to ensure:

· Aims to deliver excellence in services for children, young people’ and their families in need of care and protection.
· SLCPC has a shared approach to self-evaluation and improvement, underpinned by relevant frameworks
· Uses accurate performance information to identify and agree key priority areas for self-evaluation. 
· Carefully plans and co-ordinates a cycle of single agency and joint self-evaluation based on a manageable number of priorities. 
· Gathers robust evidence by comparing findings from a number of different activities. 
· Supports and encourages staff to carry out self-evaluation as an integral part of their work, equipping them with the knowledge and skills to do this well.
· Works with partners to gather views and information about the experiences of children, young people, and families to inform self-evaluation. 
· Self-evaluation focuses on outcomes and can demonstrate notable and tangible improvements in performance and the protection and wellbeing of children, young people, and families. 
· Communicates clear improvement priorities so that staff understand fully what they need to do to improve the quality of their work. 



Quality indicator 9.1: Vision, values and aims 

Key factors for SLPC include the extent to which: 
· Partners share a coherent vision to achieve the best possible outcomes for children and young people in need of care and protection. 
· Partners ensure that children, young people, families, and other stakeholders have been involved in developing the vision, values and aims. 
· Equality and inclusion are promoted. To what extent can we demonstrate: 
· Partners place improving outcomes for people using services at the heart of their vision. 
· There is a shared vision and sense of purpose for protecting children that is ambitious and challenging. 
· Leaders demonstrate collective ownership of the ambitions and aspirations of the partnership. 
· SLCPC child protection committee report and business plan reflect leadership and direction.
· SLCPC works with partners to ensure senior managers communication regularly with the workforce about professional standards or expectations. 
· Has examples of how senior managers have communicated their vision for children and young people in need of care and protection. 
· Employee surveys that demonstrate employees understand the vision. 
· Feedback from engagement with children, young people, families, staff, and community members. 
	QI 6.5 – SLCPC ACIVITY (2023-2024)

SLCPC will work together to ensure aims include:

(a) SLCPC vision, values and aims in relation to protecting children are shared and clearly stated. 

(b) Leaders promote an open learning culture in which staff feel safe to challenge and are supported to raise serious concerns through whistleblowing or other procedures. 

(c) Leaders ensure that children, young people, families, and other stakeholders are fully involved in developing the vision and shaping the values of partners. 

(d) Partners have a strong collective ownership of ambitions and aspirations.

(e)  Partners regularly re-visit and take action to reinforce their vision, values and aims. 

(f) The work of the partnership is underpinned by a common purpose, shared values, and high expectations. 




Key SLCPC Contacts:

SLCPC Independent Chair : Safaa Baxter
Lead Officer Child Protection: Caren McLean

Email: PublicProtectionOffice@southlanarkshire.gov.uk 
ARTICLE 12 (UNCRC)


Every child has the right to express their views, feelings and wishes in all matters affecting them, and to have their views considered and taken seriously.
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Data

		Chart 1 Number of children on the Child Protection Register by age, 2000-2022

				2000		2001		2002		2003		2004		2005		2006		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021		2022

		Under 5		837		825		933		971		1,020		1,026		1,062		1,263		1,222		1,379		1,306		1,357		1,433		1,458		1,522		1,394		1,446		1,361		1,290		1,264		1,322		1,096		979

		Age 5+		1,212		1,176		1,084		1,318		1,225		1,131		1,226		1,330		1,210		1,303		1,210		1,214		1,175		1,186		1,355		1,347		1,269		1,239		1,240		1,316		1,319		1,023		1,052

		All children		2,049		2,001		2,017		2,289		2,245		2,157		2,288		2,593		2,433		2,682		2,516		2,571		2,608		2,645		2,877		2,741		2,715		2,600		2,530		2,580		2,641		2,119		2,031

		Chart 2 Concerns identified at the Case Conferences of children who were registered, 2022

				Drugs		Alcohol		Both				Drugs		Alcohol		Both

		Child sexual exploitation		84								1%

		Child placing self at risk		86								1%

		Sexual abuse		170								2%

		Other concerns		586								6%

		Physical abuse		742								8%

		Non-engaging family		766								8%

		Emotional abuse		1,221								13%

		Parental substance misuse		669		370		325				7%		4%		4%

		Parental mental health problems		1,338								14%

		Neglect		1,397								15%

		Domestic abuse		1,520								16%

		recordcount		9,274		1,364						100%		15%

		Chart 4 (from Additional Table 1.16) Cross UK comparisons of rate per 10,000 of children on the Register as at 31 March 2004-2022

				2004		2005		2006		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021		2022

		England		24		23		24		25		27		31		35		38		38		38		42		43		43		43		45		44		43		41		42

		Wales		33		35		34		37		37		40		44		46		46		47		50		47		49		44		47		45		45		50		47

		Scotland		21		20		22		28		26		29		27		28		29		29		32		29		29		29		27		27		26		25		22

		Northern Ireland		32		37		38		42		48		57		55		56		49		45		44		45		50		49		48		50		52		52		53

		Chart 5 Rate per 1,000 looked after children on 31 July in each type of placement, 2006-2022

				Rate per 1,000 children (0-17)										Total number

		Year		At home		Foster care & prospective adopters		Kinship care & other community		Residential care		Total		At home		Foster care & prospective adopters2		Kinship care & other community		Residential care2		Total2		Scotland 0-17 population

		1988		5.1		2.2		0.8		2.3		10.4		6,064		2,620		939		2,664		12,287		1,182,920

		1989		5.4		2.2		0.7		2.0		10.3		6,262		2,560		851		2,364		12,037		1,167,359

		1990		6.2		2.2		0.8		2.0		11.2		7,128		2,593		928		2,313		12,962		1,156,552

		1991		5.8		2.2		1.0		2.1		11.0		6,625		2,492		1,147		2,401		12,665		1,150,395

		1992		5.7		2.4		1.0		2.0		11.1		6,527		2,746		1,200		2,298		12,771		1,148,575

		1993		5.6		2.2		1.1		1.9		10.8		6,447		2,574		1,221		2,124		12,366		1,147,834

		1994		5.5		2.3		1.0		1.8		10.6		6,335		2,589		1,121		2,083		12,128		1,148,665

		1995		5.4		2.3		0.9		1.8		10.3		6,224		2,605		1,021		2,042		11,892		1,149,366

		1996		5.3		2.3		0.8		1.7		10.2		6,112		2,620		920		2,001		11,653		1,146,152

		1997		5.3		2.3		0.7		1.7		10.0		6,000		2,635		820		1,960		11,415		1,140,347

		1998		4.8		2.5		0.7		1.6		9.6		5,455		2,794		738		1,817		10,804		1,130,798

		1999		4.7		2.8		0.8		1.6		10.0		5,309		3,155		943		1,784		11,191		1,119,382

		2000		4.8		2.9		1.1		1.4		10.2		5,270		3,181		1,274		1,585		11,310		1,108,000

		2001		4.4		3.0		1.1		1.4		9.9		4,842		3,280		1,195		1,582		10,899		1,097,605

		2002		4.5		3.1		1.3		1.5		10.3		4,909		3,328		1,409		1,595		11,241		1,087,596

		2003		4.5		3.2		1.4		1.4		10.6		4,851		3,468		1,518		1,550		11,387		1,074,897

		2004		4.7		3.4		1.4		1.5		10.9		4,982		3,608		1,518		1,567		11,675		1,066,639

		2005		4.9		3.5		1.7		1.5		11.5		5,179		3,660		1,807		1,539		12,185		1,060,229

		2006		5.2		3.7		1.8		1.6		12.3		5,517		3,915		1,912		1,638		12,982		1,052,864

		2007		5.7		4.1		2.0		1.6		13.4		5,986		4,275		2,138		1,661		14,060		1,053,073

		2008		6.0		4.3		2.3		1.5		14.1		6,360		4,480		2,435		1,613		14,888		1,052,278

		2009		5.6		4.5		2.9		1.5		14.5		5,924		4,741		3,042		1,580		15,287		1,052,737

		2010		5.9		4.8		3.1		1.4		15.2		6,193		4,996		3,223		1,480		15,892		1,045,510

		2011		5.3		5.1		3.8		1.4		15.6		5,476		5,335		3,959		1,461		16,231		1,042,058

		2012		5.0		5.3		4.0		1.4		15.7		5,153		5,541		4,121		1,433		16,248		1,038,192

		2013		4.6		5.4		4.1		1.4		15.5		4,762		5,576		4,228		1,466		16,032		1,034,923

		2014		4.0		5.5		4.1		1.4		15.1		4,142		5,723		4,268		1,467		15,600		1,032,698

		2015		3.8		5.6		4.1		1.5		14.9		3,925		5,740		4,206		1,529		15,400		1,031,096

		2016		3.8		5.5		4.2		1.4		14.8		3,870		5,643		4,327		1,477		15,317		1,031,761

		2017		3.7		5.3		4.1		1.5		14.5		3,766		5,449		4,173		1,509		14,897		1,030,055

		2018		3.7		5.1		4.0		1.5		14.1		3,789		5,130		4,123		1,512		14,554		1,028,798

		2019		3.4		4.8		4.0		1.4		13.9		3,569		5,010		4,235		1,448		14,262		1,029,162

		2020		3.5		4.8		4.4		1.4		14.1		3,563		4,929		4,530		1,436		14,458		1,026,922

		2021		2.8		4.5		4.4		1.2		12.9		2,853		4,586		4,494		1,267		13,200		1,024,981

		2022		2.6		4.2		4.3		1.3		12.3		2,637		4,317		4,358		1,284		12,596		1,024,981

		Chart 6 Rate per 1,000 looked after children starting and ceasing to become looked after during the year, 2003-2022

				Rate per 1,000 children (0-17)				Total number

		Year		Starting		Ceasing		Starting2		Ceasing 3

		2003		4.2		3.8		4,513		4,034

		2004		4.3		3.8		4,564		4,021

		2005		4.1		3.4		4,333		3,566

		2006		4.5		3.7		4,733		3,885

		2007		5.0		3.9		5,245		4,144

		2008		4.9		4.3		5,159		4,513

		2009		4.9		4.2		5,201		4,394

		2010		4.6		4.3		4,859		4,504

		2011		4.6		4.4		4,746		4,611

		2012		4.6		4.6		4,811		4,768

		2013		4.3		4.6		4,470		4,731

		2014		4.2		4.5		4,295		4,696

		2015		4.1		4.2		4,198		4,371

		2016		4.0		4.1		4,116		4,223

		2017		4.1		4.1		4,186		4,274

		2018		3.9		4.2		3,979		4,327

		2019		3.7		4.0		3,824		4,068

		2020		3.4		3.2		3,490		3,325

		2021		2.8		3.9		2,876		3,994

		2022		2.8		3.5		2,909		3,550

		Chart 7 Cross UK comparisons of rate per 10,000 looked after children as at 31 March, 2004-2022

				Rate per 1,000 children (0-17)												Total number

		Year		England		Wales		Northern Ireland		Scotland all		Scotland at home		Scotland away from home		England		Wales		Northern Ireland		Scotland 
all		Scotland
at home		Scotland 
away from home

		2004		55		66		57		109		47		63		61,180		4,320		2,510		11,675		4,980		6,695

		2005		55		67		58		115		49		66		60,950		4,390		2,530		12,185		5,180		7,005

		2006		55		70		56		123		52		71		60,300		4,535		2,440		12,982		5,520		7,462

		2007		55		72		55		134		57		77		59,960		4,645		2,360		14,060		5,990		8,070

		2008		54		72		56		141		60		81		59,370		4,635		2,430		14,888		6,360		8,528

		2009		55		73		57		145		56		89		60,930		4,695		2,463		15,287		5,924		9,363

		2010		57		81		61		152		60		92		64,470		5,160		2,606		15,899		6,248		9,651

		2011		58		85		58		155		54		102		65,510		5,410		2,511		16,200		5,618		10,582

		2012		59		90		61		158		51		106		67,070		5,720		2,644		16,356		5,303		11,053

		2013		60		91		65		156		48		108		68,060		5,765		2,807		16,169		4,945		11,224

		2014		60		91		66		151		41		110		68,810		5,745		2,858		15,624		4,255		11,369

		2015		60		89		66		149		38		111		69,470		5,610		2,875		15,360		3,935		11,425

		2016		60		90		66		149		38		111		70,410		5,660		2,890		15,329		3,882		11,447

		2017		62		95		68		145		37		108		72,600		5,960		2,983		14,983		3,815		11,168

		2018		64		102		71		142		36		105		75,370		6,405		3,109		14,575		3,749		10,826

		2019		65		109		74		139		36		104		78,140		6,835		3,281		14,315		3,661		10,654

		2020		67		114		77		139		35		104		80,080		7,170		3,383		14,294		3,612		10,682

		2021		67		115		80		131		29		102		80,850		7,625		3,530		13,411		2,950		10,461

		2022		70		112		82		124		26		98		82,170		7,080		3,624		12,760		2,675		10,085

		Chart 8: Looked after/CP numbers vs SCRA data (as at March)

				2004		2005		2006		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021		2022

		Non-offence referrals		33,298		37,341		40,880		44,545		40,178		39,068		35,693		33,737		28,015		20,293		17,476		14,141		13,688		13,254		11,268		10,881		10,823		8,013		8,691

		Offence referrals		16,134		17,273		17,361		16,229		14,209		11,554		9,765		7,857		5,336		3,473		2,764		2,891		2,761		2,995		3,060		2,824		2,840		2,207		2,398

		Total children referred		45,413		50,190		53,570		55,863		50,001		46,899		42,280		38,989		31,371		22,398		19,077		15,858		15,329		15,118		13,240		12,869		12,849		9,665		10,494

		LAC & CP		13,915		14,347		15,268		16,653		17,323		17,972		18,418		18,771		18,328		18,010		17,674		17,178		17,273		16,963		16,456		16,182		16,133		15,214		14,428

		On both LAC and CP (31 Jul)		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		730		805		828		798		691		658		596		549		574		443		382

		LAC		11,670		12,190		12,980		14,060		14,890		15,290		15,900		16,200		16,360		16,170		15,625		15,360		15,330		14,982		14,554		14,262		14,294		13,411		12,760

		CP		2,245		2,157		2,288		2,593		2,433		2,682		2,518		2,571		2,698		2,645		2,877		2,616		2,634		2,639		2,498		2,469		2,413		2,246		2,050
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mid2021 population est

																																																						CP		LAC		CC

		Area code		Area name		Sex		Year		0		1		2		3		4		5		6		7		8		9		10		11		12		13		14		15		16		17		18		19		20		21		TOTAL 
UNDER 16		TOTAL 
UNDER 18		TOTAL AGED 16-21

		S12000033		Aberdeen City		Persons		2021		1,956		2,087		2,313		2,229		2,312		2,452		2,382		2,313		2,359		2,418		2,336		2,266		2,160		2,210		2,057		2,010		1,945		1,858		2,009		2,442		2,946		3,201		35,860		39,663		14,401

		S12000034		Aberdeenshire		Persons		2021		2,251		2,424		2,687		2,917		2,888		3,090		3,031		3,153		3,072		3,152		3,407		3,482		3,437		3,321		3,134		3,132		2,940		2,904		2,683		2,478		2,275		2,365		48,578		54,422		15,645

		S12000041		Angus		Persons		2021		885		946		1,027		1,053		1,123		1,151		1,166		1,247		1,247		1,263		1,233		1,278		1,255		1,326		1,218		1,221		1,262		1,271		1,190		1,103		1,194		1,126		18,639		21,172		7,146

		S12000035		Argyll and Bute		Persons		2021		583		633		671		659		717		746		774		769		778		865		861		865		915		904		828		873		878		883		841		884		910		950		12,441		14,202		5,346

		S12000036		City of Edinburgh		Persons		2021		4,506		4,387		4,506		4,754		4,714		4,895		5,038		5,186		5,285		5,145		5,561		5,042		5,255		5,139		4,806		4,607		4,436		4,289		4,566		5,875		6,694		7,643		78,826		87,551		33,503

		S12000005		Clackmannanshire		Persons		2021		454		438		431		544		556		555		584		519		620		646		599		558		561		648		587		577		548		585		519		512		539		555		8,877		10,010		3,258

		S12000006		Dumfries and Galloway		Persons		2021		1,118		1,168		1,212		1,299		1,336		1,344		1,378		1,394		1,454		1,484		1,641		1,593		1,607		1,625		1,632		1,597		1,588		1,497		1,460		1,285		1,337		1,331		22,882		25,967		8,498

		S12000042		Dundee City		Persons		2021		1,263		1,358		1,391		1,402		1,509		1,458		1,526		1,461		1,623		1,681		1,630		1,470		1,582		1,519		1,444		1,387		1,455		1,371		1,617		2,124		2,472		2,600		23,704		26,530		11,639

		S12000008		East Ayrshire		Persons		2021		1,093		1,179		1,161		1,206		1,226		1,339		1,351		1,264		1,339		1,463		1,432		1,354		1,380		1,382		1,334		1,289		1,305		1,330		1,210		1,221		1,232		1,266		20,792		23,427		7,564

		S12000045		East Dunbartonshire		Persons		2021		892		992		1,054		1,124		1,244		1,226		1,272		1,321		1,279		1,262		1,411		1,320		1,347		1,296		1,231		1,257		1,277		1,217		1,121		1,022		1,047		1,080		19,528		22,022		6,764

		S12000010		East Lothian		Persons		2021		985		1,025		1,141		1,142		1,188		1,299		1,227		1,270		1,243		1,351		1,390		1,292		1,348		1,383		1,274		1,264		1,177		1,190		1,024		1,013		1,022		1,011		19,822		22,189		6,437

		S12000011		East Renfrewshire		Persons		2021		787		866		1,014		1,042		1,153		1,217		1,215		1,290		1,348		1,429		1,475		1,395		1,355		1,407		1,407		1,301		1,307		1,255		1,113		1,037		988		1,020		19,701		22,263		6,720

		S12000014		Falkirk		Persons		2021		1,414		1,439		1,499		1,574		1,578		1,657		1,699		1,762		1,697		1,903		1,872		1,921		1,985		1,885		1,896		1,783		1,791		1,707		1,676		1,584		1,667		1,718		27,564		31,062		10,143

		S12000047		Fife		Persons		2021		3,102		3,332		3,502		3,630		3,734		3,894		4,099		4,066		4,206		4,275		4,486		4,324		4,416		4,353		4,116		4,145		4,040		4,026		4,018		4,436		4,728		4,478		63,680		71,746		25,726

		S12000049		Glasgow City		Persons		2021		5,902		5,999		6,290		6,152		6,422		6,399		6,659		6,623		6,601		6,689		6,731		5,958		6,141		5,998		5,707		5,610		5,579		5,577		6,103		7,254		8,489		9,112		99,881		111,037		42,114

		S12000017		Highland		Persons		2021		1,842		1,953		2,026		2,123		2,219		2,351		2,452		2,323		2,461		2,535		2,602		2,515		2,751		2,717		2,636		2,624		2,592		2,546		2,411		2,307		2,256		2,172		38,130		43,268		14,284

		S12000018		Inverclyde		Persons		2021		574		639		666		686		693		723		781		781		788		810		852		870		822		858		844		810		848		844		779		683		783		814		12,197		13,889		4,751

		S12000019		Midlothian		Persons		2021		1,011		1,056		1,152		1,152		1,169		1,267		1,262		1,213		1,158		1,210		1,175		1,164		1,107		1,102		1,006		1,077		1,015		1,009		943		909		942		954		18,281		20,305		5,772

		S12000020		Moray		Persons		2021		787		889		821		841		924		960		959		975		1,033		977		1,123		1,095		1,152		1,213		1,112		1,080		1,086		1,066		1,041		987		933		969		15,941		18,093		6,082

		S12000013		Na h-Eileanan Siar		Persons		2021		170		207		190		223		255		242		228		261		263		285		263		278		287		293		313		302		261		304		263		213		207		194		4,060		4,625		1,442

		S12000021		North Ayrshire		Persons		2021		1,052		1,179		1,068		1,244		1,233		1,362		1,336		1,380		1,367		1,505		1,571		1,430		1,563		1,507		1,562		1,532		1,485		1,428		1,442		1,352		1,438		1,384		21,891		24,804		8,529

		S12000050		North Lanarkshire		Persons		2021		3,206		3,298		3,547		3,578		3,563		3,837		3,849		3,783		3,951		4,026		4,160		4,101		4,236		4,291		4,135		4,045		4,087		4,058		3,863		3,736		3,817		3,762		61,606		69,751		23,323

		S12000023		Orkney Islands		Persons		2021		177		190		199		206		211		195		221		206		222		230		259		231		246		254		261		245		242		209		205		207		172		164		3,553		4,004		1,199

		S12000048		Perth and Kinross		Persons		2021		1,185		1,252		1,282		1,359		1,361		1,524		1,560		1,520		1,561		1,653		1,696		1,656		1,717		1,668		1,682		1,542		1,714		1,629		1,568		1,362		1,451		1,502		24,218		27,561		9,226

		S12000038		Renfrewshire		Persons		2021		1,546		1,679		1,715		1,809		1,791		1,843		1,755		1,917		2,004		1,990		2,028		1,914		1,915		2,018		1,897		1,963		1,960		1,880		1,775		1,805		1,921		2,000		29,784		33,624		11,341

		S12000026		Scottish Borders		Persons		2021		871		939		1,005		1,102		1,071		1,199		1,155		1,273		1,295		1,268		1,276		1,238		1,286		1,285		1,238		1,222		1,248		1,236		1,112		1,082		1,007		1,090		18,723		21,207		6,775

		S12000027		Shetland Islands		Persons		2021		176		204		216		217		254		262		246		239		287		283		297		291		293		247		287		305		269		251		249		188		189		224		4,104		4,624		1,370

		S12000028		South Ayrshire		Persons		2021		799		867		942		989		997		1,075		1,129		1,079		1,089		1,127		1,229		1,184		1,202		1,227		1,179		1,130		1,198		1,133		1,099		1,068		1,065		1,110		17,244		19,575		6,673

		S12000029		South Lanarkshire		Persons		2021		3,026		3,104		3,223		3,361		3,504		3,470		3,576		3,478		3,595		3,671		3,717		3,516		3,656		3,663		3,617		3,523		3,388		3,404		3,164		3,170		3,296		3,435		55,700		62,492		19,857

		S12000030		Stirling		Persons		2021		682		728		783		840		857		947		888		951		970		1,015		1,010		1,002		1,040		1,079		1,071		1,085		1,084		1,098		1,064		1,176		1,421		1,457		14,948		17,130		7,300

		S12000039		West Dunbartonshire		Persons		2021		741		820		872		842		911		974		924		944		1,017		1,052		1,056		1,037		1,037		1,039		1,008		960		994		941		903		868		900		944		15,234		17,169		5,550

		S12000040		West Lothian		Persons		2021		1,746		1,740		1,872		2,018		2,130		2,117		2,223		2,301		2,278		2,297		2,489		2,310		2,503		2,477		2,338		2,294		2,281		2,183		2,043		1,922		1,976		1,895		35,133		39,597		12,300

				Scotland		Persons		2021		46,782		49,017		51,478		53,317		54,843		57,070		57,945		58,262		59,490		60,960		62,868		59,950		61,557		61,334		58,857		57,792		57,280		56,179		55,074		57,305		61,314		63,526		911,522		1,024,981		350,678
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		Chart 1: Number of children on the Child Protection Register by age, 2000-2022																						Return to contents

		This worksheet contains one chart showing data relating to the number of children on the Child Protection Register by age for 2000 to 2022.

		Chart 1 Number of children on the Child Protection Register by age, 2000-2022 [Note 1]

		Table C1 Notes for Chart 1

		Note number		Note detail

		[Note 1]		Prior to 2011 figures are as at 31st March. From 2011 onwards figures are as at 31st July.
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		Table 1.1: Number and percentage of children on the Child Protection Register by sex and age, on 31 July																		Return to contents

		This worksheet contains four tables. The first three tables contain data, the fourth table contains notes referenced in the data tables.

		Table 1.1 Number and percentage of children on the Child Protection Register by sex and age, on 31 July [Note 1]

		Sex and age		2012 
 Number		2012  Percentage		2021 
 Number		2021 Percentage		2022
 Number		2022 Percentage

		Sex

		Male		1,335		49%		1,019		48%		1,006		50%

		Female		1,268		47%		994		47%		922		45%

		Unborn [2]		93		3%		106		5%		103		5%

		Unknowns		2		0%		0		0%		0		0%

		Age

		Unborn		93		3%		106		5%		103		5%

		0-4		1,340		50%		990		47%		876		43%

		5-10		765		28%		681		32%		677		33%

		11-15		407		15%		330		16%		353		17%

		16+		*		*		12		1%		22		1%

		Unknown		*		*		0		0%		0		0%

		Total		2,698		100%		2,119		100%		2,031		100%

		Table 1.1a Number of children on the Child Protection Register by sex and age on 31 July, 2000-2022 [Note 3]

		Sex and age		2000		2001		2002		2003		2004		2005		2006		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021		2022

		Male

		Unborn		-		-		-		-		-		-		6		-		-		-		-		-		*		47		49		37		39		44		27		26		45		39		23

		0-4		483		454		476		490		523		533		554		625		598		692		661		647		732		688		725		668		681		631		618		613		587		499		452

		5-10		368		348		354		408		417		355		407		434		378		446		423		428		374		415		463		488		445		427		430		458		425		361		370

		11-15		217		224		179		235		215		206		207		226		211		215		188		205		188		188		205		219		197		198		177		233		235		156		175

		16+		11		8		*		*		8		*		5		5		6		*		*		*		*		8		7		*		6		6		6		4		9		3		9

		Unknown		0		0		*		*		0		*		0		0		0		*		*		*		40		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0

		Total		1,080		1,035		1,013		1,137		1,163		1,098		1,179		1,290		1,193		1,357		1,275		1,282		1,351		1,346		1,449		1,416		1,368		1,306		1,258		1,334		1,301		1,058		1,029

		Female

		Unborn		-		-		-		-		-		-		12		-		-		-		-		-		*		26		28		34		29		29		25		26		27		26		28

		0-4		354		371		458		481		497		493		490		607		602		649		601		630		608		645		674		594		657		608		568		554		611		491		424

		5-10		351		344		327		405		377		354		370		421		409		399		392		375		391		391		433		403		413		392		393		397		402		320		307

		11-15		249		236		208		258		199		208		228		234		201		231		203		194		219		169		241		225		200		205		217		214		231		174		178

		16+		17		15		12		8		9		*		9		10		*		8		*		10		*		15		6		8		8		11		17		10		17		9		13

		Unknown		0		0		0		0		0		*		0		0		*		0		*		0		48		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0

		Total		970		965		1,005		1,152		1,082		1,059		1,109		1,272		1,218		1,287		1,199		1,209		1,303		1,246		1,382		1,264		1,307		1,245		1,220		1,201		1,288		1,020		950

		All

		Unborn [Note 2]		-		-		-		-		-		-		18		31		22		38		44		80		93		125		123		131		108		122		104		97		124		106		103

		0-4		837		825		933		971		1,020		1,026		1,044		1,232		1,200		1,341		1,262		1,277		1,340		1,333		1,399		1,263		1,338		1,239		1,186		1,167		1,198		990		876

		5-10		718		693		681		813		794		710		777		855		787		845		815		803		765		806		896		891		858		819		823		855		827		681		677

		11-15		466		460		387		493		414		413		435		460		412		446		391		399		407		357		446		444		397		403		394		447		466		330		353

		16+		28		23		16		12		17		8		14		15		*		12		*		12		*		*		13		12		14		17		23		14		26		12		22

		Unknown		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		*		0		*		0		*		*		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0

		Total		2,050		2,000		2,018		2,289		2,245		2,157		2,288		2,593		2,433		2,682		2,518		2,571		2,698		2,645		2,877		2,741		2,715		2,600		2,530		2,580		2,641		2,119		2,031

		Table 1.1b Percentage of children on the Child Protection Register by sex and age on 31 July, 2000-2022  [Note 1],[Note 3]

		Sex and age		2000		2001		2002		2003		2004		2005		2006		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021		2022

		Males

		Unborn		-		-		-		-		-		-		1%		-		-		-		-		-		*		3%		3%		3%		3%		3%		2%		2%		3%		4%		2%

		0-4		45%		44%		47%		43%		45%		49%		47%		48%		50%		51%		52%		50%		54%		51%		50%		47%		50%		48%		49%		46%		45%		47%		44%

		5-10		34%		34%		35%		36%		36%		32%		35%		34%		32%		33%		33%		33%		28%		31%		32%		34%		33%		33%		34%		34%		33%		34%		36%

		11-15		20%		22%		18%		21%		18%		19%		18%		18%		18%		16%		15%		16%		14%		14%		14%		15%		14%		15%		14%		17%		18%		15%		17%

		16+		1%		1%		*		*		1%		*		0%		0%		1%		*		*		*		*		1%		0%		*		0%		0%		0%		0%		1%		0%		1%

		Unknown		0%		0%		*		*		0%		*		0%		0%		0%		*		*		*		3%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%

		Total		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%

		Females

		Unborn		-		-		-		-		-		-		1%		-		-		-		-		-		*		2%		2%		3%		2%		2%		2%		2%		2%		3%		3%

		0-4		36%		38%		46%		42%		46%		47%		44%		48%		49%		50%		50%		52%		47%		52%		49%		47%		50%		49%		47%		46%		47%		48%		45%

		5-10		36%		36%		33%		35%		35%		33%		33%		33%		34%		31%		33%		31%		30%		31%		31%		32%		32%		31%		32%		33%		31%		31%		32%

		11-15		26%		24%		21%		22%		18%		20%		21%		18%		17%		18%		17%		16%		17%		14%		17%		18%		15%		16%		18%		18%		18%		17%		19%

		16+		2%		2%		1%		1%		1%		*		1%		1%		*		1%		*		1%		*		1%		0%		1%		1%		1%		1%		1%		1%		1%		1%

		Unknown		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		*		0%		0%		*		0%		*		0%		4%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%

		Total		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%

		All children

		Unborn [Note 2]		-		-		-		-		-		-		1%		1%		1%		1%		2%		3%		3%		5%		4%		5%		4%		5%		4%		4%		5%		5%		5%

		0-4		41%		41%		46%		42%		45%		48%		46%		48%		49%		50%		50%		50%		50%		50%		49%		46%		49%		48%		47%		45%		45%		47%		43%

		5-10		35%		35%		34%		36%		35%		33%		34%		33%		32%		32%		32%		31%		28%		30%		31%		33%		32%		32%		33%		33%		31%		32%		33%

		11-15		23%		23%		19%		22%		18%		19%		19%		18%		17%		17%		16%		16%		15%		13%		16%		16%		15%		16%		16%		17%		18%		16%		17%

		16+		1%		1%		1%		1%		1%		0%		1%		1%		*		0%		*		0%		*		*		0%		0%		1%		1%		1%		1%		1%		1%		1%

		Unknown		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		*		0%		*		0%		*		*		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%

		Total		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%

		Table 1.1c Notes for Table 1.1, 1.1a and 1.1b

		Note number		Note detail

		[Note 1]		Some totals may not exactly equal the sum of their parts due to the effects of rounding.

		[Note 2]		Unborn children with both a known and unknown sex.

		[Note 3]		Prior to 2011 figures are as at 31st March. From 2011 onwards figures are as at 31st July.
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		This worksheet contains three tables. The first two tables contains data, the third table contains notes referenced in the data tables.

		Table 1.2 Number and rate per 1,000 children on the Child Protection Register by local authority, on 31 July [Note 1],[Note 2]

		Local authority		2012
Number		2012
Rate		2021
Number		2021
Rate		2022
Number		2022
Rate

		Aberdeen City		87		2.7		83		2.3		115		3.2

		Aberdeenshire		73		1.5		73		1.5		89		1.8

		Angus		59		2.9		45		2.4		59		3.2

		Argyll and Bute		48		3.3		32		2.6		21		1.7

		City of Edinburgh		223		3.1		97		1.2		104		1.3

		Clackmannanshire		55		5.9		41		4.6		15		1.7

		Dumfries and Galloway		94		3.7		34		1.5		41		1.8

		Dundee City		82		3.5		84		3.5		61		2.6

		East Ayrshire		73		3.4		69		3.3		80		3.8

		East Dunbartonshire		23		1.2		23		1.2		35		1.8

		East Lothian		62		3.3		29		1.5		41		2.1

		East Renfrewshire		36		2.0		8		0.4		10		0.5

		Falkirk		73		2.6		101		3.7		75		2.7

		Fife		205		3.2		152		2.4		136		2.1

		Glasgow City		436		4.6		280		2.8		270		2.7

		Highland		116		2.8		96		2.5		93		2.4

		Inverclyde		33		2.4		26		2.1		44		3.6

		Midlothian		117		7.5		38		2.1		24		1.3

		Moray		45		2.7		35		2.2		50		3.1

		Na h-Eileanan Siar		8		1.7		5		1.2		11		2.7

		North Ayrshire		74		3.0		115		5.3		93		4.2

		North Lanarkshire		80		1.2		117		1.9		84		1.4

		Orkney Islands		*		*		3		0.8		2		0.6

		Perth and Kinross		41		1.6		66		2.7		51		2.1

		Renfrewshire		86		2.8		71		2.4		78		2.6

		Scottish Borders		37		1.9		34		1.8		39		2.1

		Shetland Islands		*		*		8		1.9		14		3.4

		South Ayrshire		64		3.5		19		1.1		22		1.3

		South Lanarkshire		165		3.0		119		2.1		106		1.9

		Stirling		40		2.5		55		3.7		35		2.3

		West Dunbartonshire		35		2.2		58		3.8		41		2.7

		West Lothian		118		3.3		103		2.9		92		2.6

		Scotland		2,698		2.9		2,119		2.3		2,031		2.2

		Table 1.2a Number and rate per 1,000 children on the Child Protection Register by local authority, 2007-2022 [Note 1],[Note 2],[Note 3]

		Local authority		2007 
Number		2007 
Rate		2008 
Number		2008 
Rate		2009 
Number		2009 
Rate		2010 
Number		2010 
Rate		2011 
Number		2011 
Rate		2012
Number		2012
Rate		2013
Number		2013
Rate		2014
Number		2014
Rate		2015
Number		2015
Rate		2016
Number		2016
Rate		2017
Number		2017
Rate		2018
Number		2018
Rate		2019
Number		2019
Rate		2020
Number		2020
Rate		2021
Number		2021
Rate		2022
Number		2022
Rate

		Aberdeen City		142		4.4		122		3.8		182		5.6		119		3.7		96		3.0		87		2.7		92		2.8		73		2.2		98		2.9		118		3.5		80		2.3		68		2.0		119		3.4		142		4.0		83		2.3		115		3.2

		Aberdeenshire		68		1.4		78		1.7		81		1.7		51		1.1		68		1.4		73		1.5		52		1.1		68		1.4		90		1.8		64		1.3		77		1.6		77		1.6		103		2.1		111		2.3		73		1.5		89		1.8

		Angus		88		4.2		113		5.5		82		4.0		92		4.5		66		3.2		59		2.9		94		4.7		116		5.9		89		4.5		96		4.9		51		2.6		64		3.3		45		2.4		35		1.9		45		2.4		59		3.2

		Argyll and Bute		34		2.2		43		2.8		32		2.1		43		2.9		39		2.7		48		3.3		16		1.1		21		1.5		33		2.5		40		3.0		31		2.4		31		2.4		28		2.2		49		3.9		32		2.6		21		1.7

		City of Edinburgh		311		4.5		276		4.0		287		4.1		256		3.6		244		3.4		223		3.1		262		3.6		313		4.2		255		3.4		287		3.7		235		3.0		189		2.4		122		1.5		95		1.2		97		1.2		104		1.3

		Clackmannanshire		23		2.5		29		3.0		58		6.0		56		5.9		39		4.1		55		5.9		32		3.5		47		5.2		57		6.3		18		2.0		26		2.9		37		4.1		24		2.7		43		4.8		41		4.6		15		1.7

		Dumfries and Galloway		57		2.2		71		2.7		79		3.1		100		3.9		101		4.0		94		3.7		78		3.2		112		4.7		88		3.7		61		2.6		78		3.3		93		4.0		18		0.8		26		1.1		34		1.5		41		1.8

		Dundee City		89		3.7		80		3.4		95		4.0		70		2.9		90		3.8		82		3.5		46		1.9		67		2.8		71		3.0		79		3.3		69		2.9		75		3.1		90		3.7		102		4.3		84		3.5		61		2.6

		East Ayrshire		45		2.0		83		3.8		75		3.4		42		1.9		65		3.0		73		3.4		61		2.8		49		2.3		59		2.8		39		1.8		96		4.5		107		5.1		100		4.7		75		3.6		69		3.3		80		3.8

		East Dunbartonshire		25		1.2		18		0.9		27		1.4		28		1.5		26		1.4		23		1.2		43		2.3		43		2.3		51		2.8		38		2.0		42		2.2		57		3.0		55		2.8		37		1.9		23		1.2		35		1.8

		East Lothian		46		2.5		57		3.1		84		4.5		70		3.8		60		3.2		62		3.3		49		2.6		67		3.6		26		1.4		47		2.5		45		2.4		29		1.5		48		2.4		45		2.3		29		1.5		41		2.1

		East Renfrewshire		18		1.0		31		1.7		29		1.6		31		1.7		24		1.3		36		2.0		26		1.5		36		2.0		33		1.8		12		0.6		20		1.1		9		0.5		15		0.8		9		0.5		8		0.4		10		0.5

		Falkirk		81		2.9		86		3.1		93		3.3		73		2.6		56		2.0		73		2.6		70		2.5		85		3.0		75		2.6		82		2.9		80		2.8		88		3.1		124		4.4		142		5.1		101		3.7		75		2.7

		Fife		202		3.1		150		2.3		191		3.0		220		3.4		187		2.9		205		3.2		213		3.3		230		3.6		182		2.8		157		2.4		172		2.7		170		2.6		205		3.2		147		2.3		152		2.4		136		2.1

		Glasgow City		353		3.6		304		3.1		299		3.1		286		3.0		351		3.6		436		4.6		431		4.5		482		5.0		504		5.2		511		5.2		405		4.1		308		3.1		415		4.1		413		4.1		280		2.8		270		2.7

		Highland		125		3.1		60		1.5		69		1.7		99		2.4		97		2.3		116		2.8		80		2.0		106		2.6		79		2.0		104		2.6		102		2.6		81		2.1		91		2.3		129		3.4		96		2.5		93		2.4

		Inverclyde		30		2.0		32		2.2		42		2.9		35		2.5		29		2.1		33		2.4		24		1.8		26		2.0		42		3.2		40		3.1		33		2.6		31		2.5		47		3.7		61		4.9		26		2.1		44		3.6

		Midlothian		80		5.2		74		4.8		90		5.8		96		6.2		158		10.2		117		7.5		59		3.7		54		3.3		29		1.7		51		3.0		64		3.7		45		2.6		49		2.7		49		2.7		38		2.1		24		1.3

		Moray		72		4.3		89		5.3		66		3.9		44		2.6		48		2.8		45		2.7		64		3.8		45		2.7		45		2.7		64		3.9		79		4.8		62		3.8		47		2.9		31		1.9		35		2.2		50		3.1

		Na h-Eileanan Siar		15		3.1		*		0.4		23		4.9		*		*		*		*		8		1.7		14		3.1		6		1.4		*		0.5		*		*		*		*		4		0.9		4		0.9		3		0.7		5		1.2		11		2.7

		North Ayrshire		56		2.2		44		1.7		56		2.2		60		2.4		77		3.1		74		3.0		92		3.8		107		4.6		90		3.9		68		2.9		60		2.6		154		6.8		104		4.6		136		6.1		115		5.3		93		4.2

		North Lanarkshire		100		1.6		57		0.9		74		1.1		63		1.0		87		1.3		80		1.2		96		1.5		79		1.2		99		1.6		115		1.8		131		2.1		95		1.5		162		2.6		118		1.9		117		1.9		84		1.4

		Orkney Islands		20		5.4		7		1.9		*		1.1		*		*		*		*		*		*		*		*		6		1.7		*		*		*		*		*		*		5		1.4		3		0.8		9		2.5		3		0.8		2		0.6

		Perth and Kinross		47		1.9		43		1.7		43		1.7		49		1.9		62		2.5		41		1.6		49		2.0		61		2.5		82		3.3		73		3.0		81		3.3		75		3.1		78		3.2		95		3.9		66		2.7		51		2.1

		Renfrewshire		87		2.8		106		3.4		126		4.0		119		3.9		102		3.3		86		2.8		109		3.6		78		2.6		85		2.8		72		2.4		107		3.6		103		3.4		83		2.7		98		3.2		71		2.4		78		2.6

		Scottish Borders		63		3.2		30		1.5		47		2.3		32		1.6		34		1.7		37		1.9		25		1.3		16		0.8		24		1.3		67		3.5		39		2.0		50		2.6		46		2.4		34		1.8		34		1.8		39		2.1

		Shetland Islands		10		2.2		14		3.1		11		2.5		10		2.2		6		1.3		*		*		*		*		19		4.4		13		3.1		17		4.0		*		*		8		1.9		12		2.9		9		2.2		8		1.9		14		3.4

		South Ayrshire		29		1.5		29		1.5		31		1.6		43		2.3		49		2.7		64		3.5		49		2.7		91		5.1		61		3.4		70		3.9		60		3.4		44		2.5		37		2.1		29		1.7		19		1.1		22		1.3

		South Lanarkshire		127		2.2		140		2.4		117		2.1		135		2.4		141		2.5		165		3.0		198		3.6		175		3.2		187		3.4		162		3.0		140		2.5		180		3.3		116		2.1		157		2.8		119		2.1		106		1.9

		Stirling		28		1.7		48		3.0		50		3.1		43		2.7		47		2.9		40		2.5		57		3.6		62		4.0		43		2.8		44		2.8		47		3.0		55		3.5		42		2.7		53		3.5		55		3.7		35		2.3

		West Dunbartonshire		22		1.3		27		1.6		31		1.9		27		1.6		20		1.2		35		2.2		32		2.0		41		2.6		16		1.0		48		3.0		71		4.5		54		3.4		44		2.8		67		4.3		58		3.8		41		2.7

		West Lothian		100		2.9		90		2.6		108		3.1		119		3.4		94		2.7		118		3.3		119		3.4		96		2.7		127		3.6		67		1.9		70		2.0		82		2.3		104		2.9		92		2.6		103		2.9		92		2.6

		Scotland		2,593		2.8		2,433		2.6		2,682		2.9		2,518		2.7		2,571		2.8		2,698		2.9		2,645		2.9		2,877		3.2		2,741		3.0		2,715		3.0		2,600		2.8		2,530		2.8		2,580		2.8		2,641		2.9		2,119		2.3		2,031		2.2

		Table 1.2b Notes for Tables 1.2 and 1.2a

		Note number		Note detail

		[Note 1]		Rate per 1,000 for 202 and 2022 calculated using NRS mid 2021 population estimates (0-15 years). Rates may vary slightly from previous publications due to updated Mid Year Population Estimates.

		[Note 2]		The rate shown in this table includes unborn children who are on the register.

		[Note 3]		Prior to 2011 figures are as at 31st March. From 2011 onwards figures are as at 31st July.





Table 1.3

		Table 1.3: Number and rate per 1,000 of child protection investigations, initial and pre-birth Case Conferences and associated registrations by local authority																		Return to contents

		This worksheet contains two tables. The first table contains data, the second table contains notes referenced in the data tables.

		Table 1.3 Number and rate per 1,000 of child protection investigations, initial and pre-birth Case Conferences, and associated registrations by local authority, 2021-22 [Note 1],[Note 2],[Note 3]

		Local authority		Total number of Investigations		Rate per 1,000 Investigations		Total number of initial and pre-birth Case Conferences		Rate per 1,000 initial and pre-birth Case Conferences		Number of initial and pre-birth Case Conferences with an investigation recorded within 90 days of Case Conference		Number of initial and pre-birth Case Conferences without an investigation recorded within 90 days of Case Conference		Total number of registrations from initial and pre-birth Case Conferences		Rate per 1,000 registrations from initial and pre-birth Case Conferences		Number of registrations with an investigation recorded within 90 days of Conference		Number of registrations with no investigation recorded within 90 days of Conference

		Aberdeen City		183		5.1		167		4.7		165		2		148		4.1		147		1

		Aberdeenshire		375		7.7		118		2.4		115		3		112		2.3		109		3

		Angus		219		11.7		98		5.3		18		80		94		5.0		17		77

		Argyll and Bute		101		8.1		37		3.0		19		18		29		2.3		15		14

		City of Edinburgh		1,033		13.1		169		2.1		136		33		157		2.0		128		29

		Clackmannanshire		170		19.2		37		4.2		34		3		30		3.4		29		1

		Dumfries and Galloway		250		10.9		89		3.9		87		2		78		3.4		76		2

		Dundee City		642		27.1		142		6.0		118		24		102		4.3		91		11

		East Ayrshire		307		14.8		132		6.3		132		0		94		4.5		94		0

		East Dunbartonshire		167		8.6		84		4.3		84		0		56		2.9		56		0

		East Lothian		353		17.8		75		3.8		68		7		71		3.6		64		7

		East Renfrewshire		25		1.3		25		1.3		25		0		25		1.3		25		0

		Falkirk		486		17.6		190		6.9		174		16		142		5.2		139		3

		Fife		834		13.1		266		4.2		266		0		240		3.8		240		0

		Glasgow City		1,012		10.1		442		4.4		442		0		310		3.1		310		0

		Highland		410		10.8		138		3.6		6		132		134		3.5		6		128

		Inverclyde		117		9.6		75		6.1		37		38		67		5.5		32		35

		Midlothian		584		31.9		99		5.4		99		0		58		3.2		58		0

		Moray		358		22.5		60		3.8		56		4		51		3.2		49		2

		Na h-Eileanan Siar		11		2.7		27		6.7		9		18		15		3.7		6		9

		North Ayrshire		402		18.4		218		10.0		218		0		197		9.0		197		0

		North Lanarkshire		675		11.0		207		3.4		202		5		169		2.7		165		4

		Orkney Islands		78		22.0		18		5.1		13		5		17		4.8		13		4

		Perth and Kinross		322		13.3		90		3.7		83		7		76		3.1		72		4

		Renfrewshire		382		12.8		197		6.6		183		14		117		3.9		110		7

		Scottish Borders		185		9.9		64		3.4		51		13		59		3.2		51		8

		Shetland Islands		89		21.7		18		4.4		16		2		18		4.4		16		2

		South Ayrshire		136		7.9		52		3.0		52		0		34		2.0		34		0

		South Lanarkshire		692		12.4		321		5.8		292		29		224		4.0		205		19

		Stirling		14		0.9		57		3.8		0		57		51		3.4		0		51

		West Dunbartonshire		193		12.7		123		8.1		112		11		67		4.4		64		3

		West Lothian		668		19.0		223		6.3		137		86		168		4.8		100		68

		Scotland		11,473		12.6		4,058		4.5		3,449		609		3,210		3.5		2,718		492

		Table 1.3a Notes for Table 1.3

		Note number		Note detail

		[Note 1]		Rate per 1,000 calculated using NRS mid 2021 population estimates (0-15 years).

		[Note 2]		The rate shown in this table includes unborn children who are on the register.

		[Note 3]		Case Conferences with no investigation recorded within 90 days are cases where no investigation was recorded in the data provided to Scottish Government in the 90 days preceding the Case Conference.





Table 1.3 2020-21

		Table 1.3: Number and rate per 1,000 of child protection investigations, initial and pre-birth Case Conferences and associated registrations by local authority														Return to contents

		This worksheet contains two tables. The first table contains data, the second table contains notes referenced in the data tables.

		Table 1.3 Number and rate per 1,000 of child protection investigations, initial and pre-birth Case Conferences, and associated registrations by local authority, 2021-22 [Note 1],[Note 2],[Note 3]

		Local authority		Total number of Investigations		Rate per 1,000 Investigations		Total number of initial and pre-birth Case Conferences		Rate per 1,000 initial and pre-birth Case Conferences		Number of initial and pre-birth Case Conferences with an investigation recorded within 90 days of Case Conference		Number of initial and pre-birth Case Conferences without an investigation recorded within 90 days of Case Conference		Total number of registrations from initial and pre-birth Case Conferences		Rate per 1,000 registrations from initial and pre-birth Case Conferences		Number of registrations with an investigation recorded within 90 days of Conference		Number of registrations with no investigation recorded within 90 days of Conference						2022 rate per 1,000 investigations		DIFFERENCE

		Aberdeen City		199		5.5		156		4.4		154		2		137		3.8		135		2						5.1		-0.4

		Aberdeenshire		400		8.2		102		2.1		100		2		92		1.9		90		2						7.7		-0.5

		Angus		238		12.8		110		5.9		36		74		94		5.0		34		60						11.7		-1.0

		Argyll and Bute		97		7.8		54		4.3		28		26		48		3.9		28		20						8.1		0.3

		City of Edinburgh		818		10.4		194		2.5		145		49		160		2.0		118		42						13.1		2.7

		Clackmannanshire		295		33.2		94		10.6		82		12		74		8.3		62		12						19.2		-14.1

		Dumfries and Galloway		269		11.8		84		3.7		67		17		52		2.3		35		17						10.9		-0.8

		Dundee City		730		30.8		147		6.2		140		7		145		6.1		138		7						27.1		-3.7

		East Ayrshire		343		16.5		176		8.5		174		2		120		5.8		118		2						14.8		-1.7

		East Dunbartonshire		192		9.8		88		4.5		84		4		64		3.3		63		1						8.6		-1.3

		East Lothian		451		22.8		54		2.7		40		14		46		2.3		32		14						17.8		-4.9

		East Renfrewshire		13		0.7		18		0.9		11		7		18		0.9		11		7						1.3		0.6

		Falkirk		393		14.3		151		5.5		132		19		118		4.3		106		12						17.6		3.4

		Fife		905		14.2		289		4.5		289		0		255		4.0		255		0						13.1		-1.1

		Glasgow City		1,171		11.7		545		5.5		545		0		342		3.4		342		0						10.1		-1.6

		Highland		350		9.2		108		2.8		6		102		97		2.5		5		92						10.8		1.6

		Inverclyde		173		14.2		114		9.3		90		24		59		4.8		47		12						9.6		-4.6

		Midlothian		501		27.4		103		5.6		103		0		83		4.5		83		0						31.9		4.5

		Moray		258		16.2		53		3.3		32		21		44		2.8		25		19						22.5		6.3

		Na h-Eileanan Siar		42		10.3		42		10.3		39		3		9		2.2		9		0						2.7		-7.6

		North Ayrshire		454		20.7		281		12.8		281		0		238		10.9		238		0						18.4		-2.4

		North Lanarkshire		680		11.0		273		4.4		263		10		207		3.4		197		10						11.0		-0.1

		Orkney Islands		72		20.3		7		2.0		5		2		7		2.0		5		2						22.0		1.7

		Perth and Kinross		340		14.0		104		4.3		98		6		82		3.4		77		5						13.3		-0.7

		Renfrewshire		310		10.4		179		6.0		130		49		111		3.7		83		28						12.8		2.4

		Scottish Borders		136		7.3		55		2.9		52		3		53		2.8		51		2						9.9		2.6

		Shetland Islands		81		19.7		21		5.1		16		5		18		4.4		13		5						21.7		1.9

		South Ayrshire		92		5.3		37		2.1		37		0		31		1.8		31		0						7.9		2.6

		South Lanarkshire		780		14.0		347		6.2		323		24		235		4.2		221		14						12.4		-1.6

		Stirling		45		3.0		69		4.6		1		68		66		4.4		1		65						0.9		-2.1

		West Dunbartonshire		234		15.4		155		10.2		109		46		73		4.8		52		21						12.7		-2.7

		West Lothian		667		19.0		188		5.4		125		63		151		4.3		92		59						19.0		0.0

		Scotland		11,729		12.9		4,398		4.8		3,737		661		3,329		3.7		2,797		532						12.6		-0.3

		Table 1.3a Notes for Table 1.3

		Note number		Note detail

		[Note 1]		Rate per 1,000 calculated using NRS mid 2021 population estimates (0-15 years). Rates may vary slightly from previous publications due to updated Mid Year Population Estimates.

		[Note 2]		The rate shown in this table includes unborn children who are on the register.

		[Note 3]		Case Conferences with no investigation recorded within 90 days are cases where no investigation was recorded in the data provided to Scottish Government in the 90 days preceding the Case Conference.





Chart 2

		Chart 2: Concerns identified at Case Conferences of children registered during 2021-22																										Return to contents

		This worksheet contains one chart showing data relating to the number of concerns identified at Case Conferences of children registered during 2021-22. This worksheet also contains one table with notes referenced in the chart.

		Chart 2 Concerns identified at Case Conferences of children registered during 2021-22 [Note 1]

		Table C2 Notes for Chart 2

		Note number		Note detail

		[Note 1]		Multiple concerns can be recorded (rather than just the main category of concern).This means that the total number of concerns will be greater than the total number of registrations.
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		Child sexual exploitation		Child sexual exploitation		Child sexual exploitation		Child sexual exploitation

		Child placing self at risk		Child placing self at risk		Child placing self at risk		Child placing self at risk

		Sexual abuse		Sexual abuse		Sexual abuse		Sexual abuse

		Other concerns		Other concerns		Other concerns		Other concerns

		Physical abuse		Physical abuse		Physical abuse		Physical abuse

		Non-engaging family		Non-engaging family		Non-engaging family		Non-engaging family

		Emotional abuse		Emotional abuse		Emotional abuse		Emotional abuse

		Parental substance misuse		Parental substance misuse		Parental substance misuse		Parental substance misuse

		Parental mental health problems		Parental mental health problems		Parental mental health problems		Parental mental health problems

		Neglect		Neglect		Neglect		Neglect

		Domestic abuse		Domestic abuse		Domestic abuse		Domestic abuse
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Table 1.4

		Table 1.4: Number and percentage of registrations during the year following an initial, pre-birth or transfer-in Case Conference by length of time since previous de-registration																												Return to contents

		This worksheet contains four tables. The first three tables contain data, the fourth table contains notes referenced in the data tables.

		Table 1.4 Number and percentage of registrations during the year following an initial, pre-birth or transfer-in Case Conference by length of time since previous de-registration [Note 1]

		Time since last deregistration		2012 
 Number		2012  Percentage		2021 
 Number		2021
Percentage		2022
 Number		2022 Percentage

		Never been registered before		3,408		82%		2,757		80%		2,573		78%

		Registered before but time unknown		10		0%		0		0%		0		0%

		Less than 6 months		89		2%		77		2%		71		2%

		6 months to under 1 year		99		2%		80		2%		114		3%

		1 year to under 18 months		83		2%		92		3%		77		2%

		18 months to under 2 years		79		2%		66		2%		58		2%

		2 years or more		304		7%		363		10%		368		11%

		Unknown whether child was registered before		83		2%		24		1%		25		1%

		Total		4,155		100%		3,459		100%		3,286		100%

		Table 1.4a Number of registrations during the year following an initial, pre-birth or transfer-in Case Conference by length of time since previous de-registration, 2007-2022 [Note 1], [Note 2]

		Time since last deregistration		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021		2022		Percentage change since previous year

		Never been registered before		2,565		2,355		3,103		2,971		3,277		3,408		3,574		3,819		3,699		3,532		3,552		3,495		3,427		3,166		2,757		2,573		-7%

		Registered before but time unknown		8		5		0		0		*		10		*		*		*		0		0		1		0		0		0		0		0%

		Less than 6 months		92		95		68		81		98		89		114		111		111		82		123		84		99		104		77		71		-8%

		6 months to under 1 year		68		68		78		98		107		99		88		108		91		85		97		107		104		81		80		114		43%

		1 year to under 18 months		46		48		94		67		74		83		73		94		95		99		58		62		107		89		92		77		-16%

		18 months to under 2 years		43		53		54		60		61		79		54		98		67		89		70		54		96		59		66		58		-12%

		2 years or more		120		181		231		269		262		304		318		361		325		363		363		424		456		446		363		368		1%

		Uknown whether child was registered before		206		9		0		5		*		83		*		*		*		23		30		19		6		22		24		25		4%

		Total		3,148		2,814		3,628		3,551		3,884		4,155		4,251		4,622		4,401		4,273		4,293		4,246		4,295		3,967		3,459		3,286		-5%

		Percentage of registrations of children who had been registered before [Note 3]		12%		16%		14%		16%		15%		16%		15%		17%		16%		17%		17%		17%		20%		20%		20%		21%

		Table 1.4b Percentage of registrations during the year following an initial, pre-birth or transfer-in Case Conference by length of time since previous de-registration, 2007-2022 [Note 1], [Note 2]

		Time since last deregistration		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021		2022

		Never been registered before		81%		84%		86%		84%		84%		82%		84%		83%		84%		83%		83%		82%		80%		80%		80%		78%

		Registered before but time unknown		0%		0%		0%		0%		*		0%		*		*		*		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%

		Less than 6 months		3%		3%		2%		2%		3%		2%		3%		2%		3%		2%		3%		2%		2%		3%		2%		2%

		6 months to under 1 year		2%		2%		2%		3%		3%		2%		2%		2%		2%		2%		2%		3%		2%		2%		2%		3%

		1 year to under 18 months		1%		2%		3%		2%		2%		2%		2%		2%		2%		2%		1%		1%		2%		2%		3%		2%

		18 months to under 2 years		1%		2%		1%		2%		2%		2%		1%		2%		2%		2%		2%		1%		2%		1%		2%		2%

		2 years or more		4%		6%		6%		8%		7%		7%		7%		8%		7%		8%		8%		10%		11%		11%		10%		11%

		Uknown whether child was registered before		7%		0%		0%		0%		*		2%		*		*		*		1%		1%		0%		0%		1%		1%		1%

		Total		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%

		Table 1.4c Notes for Table 1.4 , 1.4a and 1.4b

		Note number		Note detail

		[Note 1]		Some totals may not exactly equal the sum of their parts due to the effects of rounding.

		[Note 2]		Prior to 2011 figures are as at 31st March. From 2011 onwards figures are as at 31st July.

		[Note 3]		This is calculated as a proportion of registrations excluding cases where it is not known if a child had been registered before.





Table 1.5

		Table 1.5: Number and percentage of de-registrations by length of time since previous Register and reason for de-registration																		Return to contents

		This worksheet contains four tables. The first three tables contain data, the fourth table contains notes referenced in the data tables.

		Table 1.5 Number and percentage of de-registrations during the year by length of time on Register and reason for de-registration [Note 1]

		Length of time registered and reason for de-registration		2012 
 Number		2012  Percentage		2021 
 Number		2021 Percentage		2022
 Number		2022 Percentage

		Length of time registered

		Less than 6 months		1,929		46%		1,814		46%		1,655		49%

		6 months to under 1 year		1,535		37%		1,395		35%		1,170		35%

		1 year to under 18 months		516		12%		444		11%		313		9%

		18 months to under 2 years		117		3%		158		4%		111		3%

		2 years or more		58		1%		73		2%		75		2%

		No date of registration information		0		0%		91		2%		40		1%

		Reason for de-registration

		Child taken into care & risk reduced		582		14%		404		10%		407		12%

		Child with other carers		295		7%		289		7%		197		6%

		Child died		9		0%		7		0%		8		0%

		Removal of perpetrator		70		2%		141		4%		164		5%

		Improved home situation		1,742		42%		2,209		56%		1,841		55%

		Child automatically de-registered because of age		6		0%		7		0%		4		0%

		Child moved away - no continued risk		20		0%		16		0%		19		1%

		Other reason		1,431		34%		902		23%		724		22%

		Reason not known [Note 2]		0		0%		0		0%		0		0%

		Total		4,155		100%		3,975		100%		3,364		100%

		Table 1.5a Number of de-registrations by length of time on Register and reason for de-registration, 2007-2022 [Note 1],[Note 3],[Note 4]

		Length of time registered and reason for de-registration		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021		2022		Percentage change since previous year

		Length of time registered

		Less than 6 months		1,329		1,245		1,498		1,592		1,713		1,929		2,039		2,118		2,084		1,991		2,157		2,143		2,149		1,866		1,814		1,655		-9%

		6 months to under 1 year		1,092		1,148		1,178		1,483		1,477		1,535		1,568		1,675		1,804		1,668		1,633		1,518		1,551		1,479		1,395		1,170		-16%

		1 year to under 18 months		362		470		447		460		419		516		405		437		463		442		437		450		356		363		444		313		-30%

		18 months to under 2 years		158		202		197		168		139		117		130		115		128		130		119		130		103		101		158		111		-30%

		2 years or more		143		132		179		123		75		58		57		35		57		68		53		72		43		55		73		75		3%

		No date of registration information		0		0		0		0		0		0		29		14		4		0		3		3		43		38		91		40		-56%

		Reason for de-registration

		Child taken into care & risk reduced		-		411		536		538		501		582		617		670		611		592		600		508		500		477		404		407		1%

		Child with other carers		-		218		295		275		278		295		322		334		259		282		281		320		307		312		289		197		-32%

		Child died		-		4		6		4		6		9		8		5		6		7		10		10		11		10		7		8		14%

		Removal of perpetrator		-		112		82		81		56		70		123		106		167		76		153		108		144		123		141		164		16%

		Improved home situation		-		830		1,195		1,220		1,186		1,742		2,136		2,187		2,502		2,369		2,367		2,428		2,227		2,083		2,209		1,841		-17%

		Child automatically de-registered because of age		-		12		16		8		14		6		7		15		8		7		7		8		12		6		7		4		-43%

		Child moved away - no continued risk		-		24		33		26		32		20		21		48		50		41		31		31		37		31		16		19		19%

		Other reason		-		1,586		1,336		1,674		1,750		1,431		993		1,028		937		925		953		903		1,007		860		902		724		-20%

		Reason not known [Note 2]		-		0		0		0		0		0		1		1		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0%

		Total		3,084		3,197		3,499		3,826		3,823		4,155		4,228		4,394		4,540		4,299		4,402		4,316		4,245		3,902		3,975		3,364		-15%

		Table 1.5b Percentage of de-registration by length of time on Register and reason for de-registration, 2007-2022 [Note 1],[Note 3],[Note 4]

		Length of time registered and reason for de-registration		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021		2022

		Length of time registered

		Less than 6 months		43%		39%		43%		42%		45%		46%		48%		48%		46%		46%		49%		50%		51%		48%		46%		49%

		6 months to under 1 year		35%		36%		34%		39%		39%		37%		37%		38%		40%		39%		37%		35%		37%		38%		35%		35%

		1 year to under 18 months		12%		15%		13%		12%		11%		12%		10%		10%		10%		10%		10%		10%		8%		9%		11%		9%

		18 months to under 2 years		5%		6%		6%		4%		4%		3%		3%		3%		3%		3%		3%		3%		2%		3%		4%		3%

		2 years or more		5%		4%		5%		3%		2%		1%		1%		1%		1%		2%		1%		2%		1%		1%		2%		2%

		No date of registration information		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		1%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		1%		1%		2%		1%

		Reason for de-registration

		Child taken into care & risk reduced		-		13%		15%		14%		13%		14%		15%		15%		13%		14%		14%		12%		12%		12%		10%		12%

		Child with other carers		-		7%		8%		7%		7%		7%		8%		8%		6%		7%		6%		7%		7%		8%		7%		6%

		Child died		-		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%

		Removal of perpetrator		-		4%		2%		2%		1%		2%		3%		2%		4%		2%		3%		3%		3%		3%		4%		5%

		Improved home situation		-		26%		34%		32%		31%		42%		51%		50%		55%		55%		54%		56%		52%		53%		56%		55%

		Child automatically de-registered because of age		-		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%

		Child moved away - no continued risk		-		1%		1%		1%		1%		0%		0%		1%		1%		1%		1%		1%		1%		1%		0%		1%

		Other reason		-		50%		38%		44%		46%		34%		23%		23%		21%		22%		22%		21%		24%		22%		23%		22%

		Reason not known [Note 2]		-		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%

		Total		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%

		Table 1.5c Notes for Table 1.5 , 1.5a and 1.5b

		Note number		Note detail

		[Note 1]		Some totals may not exactly equal the sum of their parts due to the effects of rounding.

		[Note 2]		Includes where a child transferred to another local authority and where reason has not been recorded.

		[Note 3]		Information on the reason for de-registration is not available prior to 2007-08.

		[Note 4]		Prior to 2011 figures are as at 31st March. From 2011 onwards figures are as at 31st July.
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		Chart 3: Percentage of de-registrations by length of time on the Register, 2007-2022																										Return to contents

		This worksheet contains one chart showing data relating to the percentage of de-registrations by length of time on the Register betweeon 2007 and 2022. This worksheet also contains one table with notes referenced in the chart.

		Chart 3 Percentage of de-registrations by length of time on the Register, 2007-2022 [Note 1]

		Table C3 Notes for Chart 3

		Note number		Note detail

		[Note 1]		Prior to 2011 figures are as at 31st March. From 2011 onwards figures are as at 31st July.





Chart 3

		2007		2007		2007		2007		2007		2007

		2008		2008		2008		2008		2008		2008

		2009		2009		2009		2009		2009		2009

		2010		2010		2010		2010		2010		2010

		2011		2011		2011		2011		2011		2011

		2012		2012		2012		2012		2012		2012

		2013		2013		2013		2013		2013		2013

		2014		2014		2014		2014		2014		2014

		2015		2015		2015		2015		2015		2015

		2016		2016		2016		2016		2016		2016

		2017		2017		2017		2017		2017		2017

		2018		2018		2018		2018		2018		2018

		2019		2019		2019		2019		2019		2019

		2020		2020		2020		2020		2020		2020

		2021		2021		2021		2021		2021		2021

		2022		2022		2022		2022		2022		2022



Length of time registered

Less than 6 months

6 months to under 1 year

1 year to under 18 months

18 months to under 2 years

2 years or more

Percentage

[]

[]

[]

[]

[]

0.4309338521

0.3540856031

0.1173800259

0.051232166

0.0463683528

0.3894275884

0.3590866437

0.1470128245

0.0631842352

0.0412887082

0.4281223207

0.3366676193

0.1277507859

0.0563018005

0.0511574736

0.4161003659

0.3876110821

0.1202300052

0.0439100889

0.0321484579

0.4480774261

0.3863458017

0.1095997907

0.0363588805

0.019618101

0.4642599278

0.3694344164

0.1241877256

0.0281588448

0.0139590854

0.4822611164

0.3708609272

0.0957899716

0.0307473983

0.0134815516

0.4820209376

0.3812016386

0.0994538006

0.0261720528

0.0079654074

0.459030837

0.3973568282

0.1019823789

0.0281938326

0.0125550661

0.4631309607

0.3879972087

0.102814608

0.0302395906

0.015817632

0.4900045434

0.3709677419

0.0992730577

0.0270331667

0.0120399818

0.4965245598

0.3517145505

0.1042632067

0.0301204819

0.0166821131

0.5062426384

0.3653710247

0.0838633687

0.0242638398

0.0101295642

0.4782162993

0.3790363916

0.0930292158

0.025884162

0.0140953357

0.4563522013

0.3509433962

0.1116981132

0.0397484277

0.0183647799

0.4919738407

0.3478002378

0.0930439952

0.0329964328

0.022294887



Chart 4

		Chart 4: Cross UK comparisons of rate per 10,000 of children on Register 2004-2022								Return to contents

		This worksheet contains one chart showing data relating to cross UK comparisons of rate per 10,000 of children on the Register between 2004 and 2022. This worksheet also contains one table with notes referenced in the chart, as well as sources of data for other UK nations where applicable.

		Chart 4 Cross UK comparisons of rate per 10,000 of children on the Register 2004-2022 [Note 1],[Note 2],[Note 3],[Note 4]

		Table C4 Notes for Chart 4

		Note number		Note detail		Source link

		[Note 1]		Scotland data is as at 31st March for comparability purposes with other UK countries. The exception to this is between 2011 and 2014 where figures were published on 31 July. Please refer to Cross-UK comparability background notes for further information. Scotland rate per 10,000 was calculated using NRS mid 2021 population estimates. Rates may vary slightly from previous publications due to updated Mid-Year Population Estimates

		[Note 2]		England data source		Characteristics of children in need, Reporting Year 2022 – Explore education statistics – GOV.UK (explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk)

		[Note 3]		Wales data source		Children on the child protection register on 31 March per 10,000 population aged under 18 by local authority and year (gov.wales)

		[Note 4]		Northern Ireland data source		Children's social care statistics for Northern Ireland 2021/22 | Department of Health (health-ni.gov.uk)

		[Note 5]		It should be note that UK nations operate under different legislative frameworks, and as such are not directly comparable. For further information on the comparability of national data see:		UK Comparability of Children's Social Services Statistics (webarchive.org.uk)
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		Table 2.1: Number and percentage of looked after children by placement type														Return to contents

		This worksheet contains four tables. The first three tables contain data, the fourth table contains notes referenced in the data tables.

		Table 2.1 Number and percentage of looked after children by placement type, on 31 July [Note 1],[Note 2]

		Placement type		2012 
 Number		2012  Percentage		2021 
 Number		2021  Percentage		2022 
Number		2022 Percentage

		In the community		14,815		91%		11,933		90%		11,312		90%

		At home with parents		5,153		32%		2,853		22%		2,637		21%

		Kinship Carers: friends/relatives		4,076		25%		4,410		33%		4,249		34%

		Foster Carers provided by LA		3,946		24%		3,151		24%		2,871		23%

		Foster Carers purchased by LA		1,333		8%		1,295		10%		1,284		10%

		Prospective adopters		262		2%		140		1%		162		1%

		In other community		45		0%		84		1%		109		1%

		Residential accommodation		1,433		9%		1,267		10%		1,284		10%

		Local authority home		564		3%		516		4%		562		4%

		Voluntary home		90		1%		94		1%		80		1%

		Residential school		451		3%		319		2%		315		3%

		Secure accommodation		95		1%		38		0%		48		0%

		Crisis care		14		0%		0		0%		0		0%

		In other residential [Note 3]		219		1%		300		2%		279		2%

		Total		16,248		100%		13,200		100%		12,596		100%

		Table 2.1a Number of looked after children by placement type, 2006-2022 [Note 1],[Note 2],[Note 4]

		Placement type		2006		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021		2022		Percentage change since previous year		Percentage change since 2012

		In the community		11,344		12,399		13,275		13,707		14,412		14,770		14,815		14,566		14,133		13,871		13,840		13,388		13,042		12,814		13,022		11,933		11,312		-5%		-24%

		At home with parents		5,517		5,986		6,360		5,924		6,193		5,476		5,153		4,762		4,142		3,925		3,870		3,766		3,789		3,569		3,563		2,853		2,637		-8%		-49%

		Kinship Carers: friends/relatives		1,731		2,094		2,399		2,993		3,172		3,910		4,076		4,183		4,217		4,158		4,279		4,138		4,073		4,175		4,456		4,410		4,249		-4%		4%

		Foster Carers provided by LA		3,731		3,629		3,579		3,594		3,651		3,871		3,946		3,906		4,002		3,889		3,826		3,509		3,453		3,335		3,315		3,151		2,871		-9%		-27%

		Foster Carers purchased by LA		-		426		664		905		1,046		1,197		1,333		1,427		1,520		1,587		1,566		1,743		1,491		1,463		1,429		1,295		1,284		-1%		-4%

		Prospective adopters		184		220		237		242		299		267		262		243		201		264		251		197		186		212		185		140		162		16%		-38%

		In other community		181		44		36		49		51		49		45		45		51		48		48		35		50		60		74		84		109		30%		142%

		Residential accommodation		1,638		1,661		1,613		1,580		1,480		1,461		1,433		1,466		1,467		1,529		1,477		1,509		1,512		1,448		1,436		1,267		1,284		1%		-10%

		Local authority home		737		756		695		611		620		615		564		575		579		564		581		619		599		581		556		516		562		9%		-0%

		Voluntary home		84		112		58		138		82		88		90		112		117		133		136		127		122		127		130		94		80		-15%		-11%

		Residential school		662		628		649		598		471		460		451		439		392		402		376		375		383		344		329		319		315		-1%		-30%

		Secure accommodation		78		113		93		102		82		86		95		65		82		79		60		56		57		63		59		38		48		26%		-49%

		Crisis care		-		-		35		18		17		13		14		12		15		18		7		0		0		0		0		0		0		0%		-100%

		In other residential [Note 3]		77		52		83		113		208		199		219		263		282		333		317		332		351		333		362		300		279		-7%		27%

		Total		12,982		14,060		14,888		15,287		15,892		16,231		16,248		16,032		15,600		15,400		15,317		14,897		14,554		14,262		14,458		13,200		12,596		-5%		-22%

		Table 2.1b Percentage of looked after children by placement type, 2006-2022 [Note 1],[Note 2],[Note 4]

		Placement type		2006		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021		2022

		In the community		87%		88%		89%		90%		91%		91%		91%		91%		91%		90%		90%		90%		90%		90%		90%		90%		90%

		At home with parents		42%		43%		43%		39%		39%		34%		32%		30%		27%		25%		25%		25%		26%		25%		25%		22%		21%

		Kinship Carers: friends/relatives		13%		15%		16%		20%		20%		24%		25%		26%		27%		27%		28%		28%		28%		29%		31%		33%		34%

		Foster Carers provided by LA		29%		26%		24%		24%		23%		24%		24%		24%		26%		25%		25%		24%		24%		23%		23%		24%		23%

		Foster Carers purchased by LA		0%		3%		4%		6%		7%		7%		8%		9%		10%		10%		10%		12%		10%		10%		10%		10%		10%

		Prospective adopters		1%		2%		2%		2%		2%		2%		2%		2%		1%		2%		2%		1%		1%		1%		1%		1%		1%

		In other community		1%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		1%		1%		1%

		Residential accommodation		13%		12%		11%		10%		9%		9%		9%		9%		9%		10%		10%		10%		10%		10%		10%		10%		10%

		Local authority home		6%		5%		5%		4%		4%		4%		3%		4%		4%		4%		4%		4%		4%		4%		4%		4%		4%

		Voluntary home		1%		1%		0%		1%		1%		1%		1%		1%		1%		1%		1%		1%		1%		1%		1%		1%		1%

		Residential school		5%		4%		4%		4%		3%		3%		3%		3%		3%		3%		2%		3%		3%		2%		2%		2%		3%

		Secure accommodation		1%		1%		1%		1%		1%		1%		1%		0%		1%		1%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%

		Crisis care		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%

		In other residential [Note 3]		1%		0%		1%		1%		1%		1%		1%		2%		2%		2%		2%		2%		2%		2%		3%		2%		2%

		Total		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%

		Table 2.1c Notes for Table 2.1, 2.1a and 2.1b

		Note number		Note detail

		[Note 1]		Please note that 2021 figures have been revised since the previous year due to ongoing validation work.

		[Note 2]		Some percentage totals do not exactly equal the sum of their component parts due to the effects of rounding.

		[Note 3]		The bulk of the ‘other residential’ placements are private/independent residential placements for young people with complex needs.

		[Note 4]		Prior to 2010 figures are as at 31st March. From 2010 onwards figures are as at 31st July.
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		Table 2.2: Number and percentage of looked after children with and without a current care plan by placement type, on 31 July 2022																						Return to contents

		This worksheet contains two tables. The first table contains data, the second table contains notes referenced in the data tables.

		Table 2.2 Number and percentage of looked after children with and without a current care plan by placement type, on 31 July 2022 [Note 1]

		Care plan status		At home		Away from home		Total		With Kinship Carers: friends/relatives		With Foster Carers		With prospective adopters/ other community		In Residential Care

		Number with a current care plan		2,286		8,788		11,074		3,540		3,824		250		1,174

		Number without a current care plan		351		1,171		1,522		709		331		21		110

		Total		2,637		9,959		12,596		4,249		4,155		271		1,284

		Percentage with a current care plan		100%		88%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%

		Percentage without a current care plan		15%		12%		14%		20%		9%		8%		9%

		Table 2.2a Notes for Table 2.2

		Note number		Note detail

		[Note 1]		Some children without a current care plan may have one in progress on this date; local recording may differ with regard to when a care plan is recorded as being in place.





Chart 5

		Chart 5: Rate per 1,000 looked after children by placement type, 1988-2022																						Return to contents

		This worksheet contains one chart showing data relating to the rate per 1,000 children by placement type between 2006 and 2022. This worksheet also contains one table with notes referenced in the chart.

		Chart 5 Rate per 1,000 looked after children by placement type, 1988-2022 [Note 1], [Note2]

		(2) Prior to 2010/11 figures are as at 31st March. From 2010/11 onwards figures are as at 31st July.

		Table C5 Notes for Chart 5

		Note number		Note detail

		[Note 1]		Rate per 1,000 for 2021 and 2022 calculated using NRS mid 2021 population estimates. Rates may vary slightly from previous publications due to updated Mid Year Population Estimates.

		[Note 2]		Prior to 2010 figures are as at 31st March. From 2010 onwards figures are as at 31st July.
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Chart 6

		Chart 6: Rate per 1,000 looked after children starting and ceasing to become looked after during the year, 2003-2022																								Return to contents

		This worksheet contains one chart showing data relating to the rate per 1,000 looked after children starting and ceasing to become looked after between 2003 and 2022. This worksheet also contains one table with notes referenced in the chart,

		Chart 6 Rate per 1,000 looked after children starting and ceasing to become looked after during the year, 2003-2022 [Note 1]

		Table C6 Notes for Chart 6

		Note number		Note detail

		[Note 1]		Rate per 1,000 for 2021 and 2022 calculated using NRS mid 2021 population estimates. Rates may vary slightly from previous publications due to updated Mid Year Population Estimates.

		[Note 2]		Prior to 2010 figures are as at 31st March. From 2010 onwards figures are as at 31st July.
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		Table 2.3: Number and percentage of episodes of care starting during the year by sex and age of child																				Return to contents

		This worksheet contains four tables. The first three tables contain data, the fourth table contains notes referenced in the data tables.

		Table 2.3  Number and percentage of episodes of care starting during the year by sex and age of child [Note 1],[Note 2],[Note 3],[Note 4],[Note 5]

		Sex and age		2012 
 Number		2012
Percentage		2021 
 Number		2021
Percentage		2022 
Number		2022
Percentage

		Sex

		Male [Note 6]		2,533		51%		1,546		54%		1,605		55%

		Female		2,278		49%		1,329		46%		1,304		45%

		Age

		Under 1		753		15%		454		16%		390		13%

		1-4		1,098		24%		640		22%		623		21%

		5-11		1,509		31%		958		33%		906		31%

		12-15		1,410		29%		726		25%		836		29%

		16-17		40		1%		98		3%		152		5%

		18-21		*		0%		0		0%		2		0%

		Age not known		*		0%		0		0%		0		0%

		Total		4,811		100%		2,876		100%		2,909		100%

		Table 2.3a Number of episodes of care starting during the year by sex and age of child, 2003-2022 [Note 1],[Note 2],[Note 3],[Note 4]

		Sex and age		2003		2004		2005		2006		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021		2022		Percentager change since previous year

		Male [Note 6]

		Under 1		146		179		218		220		207		280		323		335		383		387		353		364		375		357		342		315		289		265		238		196		-18%

		1-4		457		483		433		523		593		600		580		596		568		591		530		574		494		489		524		433		422		434		325		330		2%

		5-11		783		732		666		748		864		834		830		792		764		811		708		724		702		712		701		705		591		570		525		496		-6%

		12-15		1,021		949		949		986		1,043		932		995		816		689		714		657		589		630		649		652		634		622		520		392		460		17%

		16-17		163		142		100		140		164		133		33		32		32		30		29		28		35		27		53		53		61		113		66		123		86%

		18-21 [Note 7]		-		-		-		*		*		*		*		0		0		0		0		0		*		*		*		4		1		2		0		0		0%

		Age not known		-		-		*		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		*		*		*		0		0		0		0		0		0%

		Total		2,570		2,485		2,367		2,626		2,878		2,781		2,764		2,571		2,436		2,533		2,277		2,279		2,238		2,237		2,274		2,144		1,986		1,904		1,546		1,605		4%

		Female

		Under 1		123		187		182		195		205		222		318		315		318		366		347		336		293		301		305		311		276		266		216		194		-10%

		1-4		393		417		424		470		564		532		558		550		559		507		507		468		439		427		448		419		469		381		315		293		-7%

		5-11		568		626		589		545		649		703		733		671		721		698		670		579		603		609		586		570		546		490		433		410		-5%

		12-15		753		750		695		810		835		826		805		739		700		696		642		609		602		526		539		515		506		402		333		376		13%

		16-17		108		100		74		79		110		92		22		13		12		10		27		24		23		14		32		20		41		45		32		29		-9%

		18-21 [Note 7]		-		-		-		8		*		*		*		0		0		*		0		0		0		*		*		0		0		2		0		2		0%

		Age not known		-		-		*		0		*		*		*		0		0		*		0		0		0		*		*		0		0		0		0		0		0%

		Total		1,943		2,079		1,965		2,107		2,367		2,378		2,437		2,288		2,310		2,278		2,193		2,016		1,960		1,879		1,912		1,835		1,838		1,586		1,329		1,304		-2%

		All																																										0%

		Under 1		268		366		400		415		412		502		641		650		701		753		700		700		668		658		647		626		565		531		454		390		-14%

		1-4		850		900		857		993		1,157		1,132		1,138		1,146		1,127		1,098		1,037		1,042		933		916		972		852		891		815		640		623		-3%

		5-11		1,350		1,357		1,255		1,293		1,513		1,537		1,563		1,463		1,485		1,509		1,378		1,303		1,305		1,321		1,287		1,275		1,137		1,060		958		906		-5%

		12-15		1,773		1,699		1,644		1,796		1,878		1,758		1,800		1,555		1,389		1,410		1,299		1,198		1,232		1,175		1,191		1,149		1,128		922		726		836		15%

		16-17		271		242		175		219		274		225		55		45		44		40		56		52		58		41		85		73		102		158		98		152		55%

		18-21 [Note 7]		-		-		-		17		11		5		*		0		0		*		0		0		*		5		*		4		1		4		0		2		0%

		Age not known		-		-		*		0		0		0		*		0		0		*		0		0		*		0		*		0		0		0		0		0		0%

		Total		4,513		4,564		4,333		4,733		5,245		5,159		5,201		4,859		4,746		4,811		4,470		4,295		4,198		4,116		4,186		3,979		3,824		3,490		2,876		2,909		1%

		Table 2.3b Percentage of episodes of care starting during the year by sex and age of child, 2003-2022 [Note 1],[Note 2],[Note 3],[Note 4],[Note 5]

		Sex and age		2003		2004		2005		2006		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021		2022

		Male [Note 6]

		Under 1		6%		7%		9%		8%		7%		10%		12%		13%		16%		15%		16%		16%		17%		16%		15%		15%		15%		14%		15%		12%

		1-4		18%		19%		18%		20%		21%		22%		21%		23%		23%		23%		23%		25%		22%		22%		23%		20%		21%		23%		21%		21%

		5-11		30%		29%		28%		28%		30%		30%		30%		31%		31%		32%		31%		32%		31%		32%		31%		33%		30%		30%		34%		31%

		12-15		40%		38%		40%		38%		36%		34%		36%		32%		28%		28%		29%		26%		28%		29%		29%		30%		31%		27%		25%		29%

		16-17		6%		6%		4%		5%		6%		5%		1%		1%		1%		1%		1%		1%		2%		1%		2%		2%		3%		6%		4%		8%

		18-21 [Note 7]		-		-		-		0%		0%		*		*		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		*		*		*		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%

		Age not known		-		-		*		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		*		*		*		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%

		Female

		Under 1		6%		9%		9%		9%		9%		9%		13%		14%		14%		16%		16%		17%		15%		16%		16%		17%		15%		17%		16%		15%

		1-4		20%		20%		22%		22%		24%		22%		23%		24%		24%		22%		23%		23%		22%		23%		23%		23%		26%		24%		24%		22%

		5-11		29%		30%		30%		26%		27%		30%		30%		29%		31%		31%		31%		29%		31%		32%		31%		31%		30%		31%		33%		31%

		12-15		39%		36%		35%		38%		35%		35%		33%		32%		30%		31%		29%		30%		31%		28%		28%		28%		28%		25%		25%		29%

		16-17		6%		5%		4%		4%		5%		4%		1%		1%		1%		0%		1%		1%		1%		1%		2%		1%		2%		3%		2%		2%

		18-21 [Note 7]		-		-		-		0%		*		*		*		0%		0%		*		0%		0%		0%		*		*		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%

		Age not known		-		-		*		0%		*		*		*		0%		0%		*		0%		0%		0%		*		*		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%

		All

		Under 1		6%		8%		9%		9%		8%		10%		12%		13%		15%		16%		16%		16%		16%		16%		15%		16%		15%		15%		16%		13%

		1-4		19%		20%		20%		21%		22%		22%		22%		24%		24%		23%		23%		24%		22%		22%		23%		21%		23%		23%		22%		21%

		5-11		30%		30%		29%		27%		29%		30%		30%		30%		31%		31%		31%		30%		31%		32%		31%		32%		30%		30%		33%		31%

		12-15		39%		37%		38%		38%		36%		34%		35%		32%		29%		29%		29%		28%		29%		29%		28%		29%		29%		26%		25%		29%

		16-17		6%		5%		4%		5%		5%		4%		1%		1%		1%		1%		1%		1%		1%		1%		2%		2%		3%		5%		3%		5%

		18-21 [Note 7]		-		-		-		0%		0%		0%		*		0%		0%		*		0%		0%		*		0%		*		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%

		Age not known		-		-		*		0%		0%		0%		*		0%		0%		*		0%		0%		*		0%		*		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%

		Total		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%

		Table 2.3c Notes for Table 2.3, 2.3a and 2.3b

		Note number		Note detail

		[Note 1]		A child may start to be looked after more than once in a year and so may be counted more than once.

		[Note 2]		Table excludes planned series of short term placements.

		[Note 3]		For cells shown as " - ", figures are not available. Cells containing " * " represent small numbers that are suppressed to maintain confidentiality. Other cells may be suppressed to avoid calculation of other suppressed values.

		[Note 4]		Please note that 2021 figures have been revised since the previous year due to ongoing validation work.

		[Note 5]		Some totals do not exactly equal the sum of their component parts due to the effects of rounding.

		[Note 6]		For a very small number of children Male or Female sex was not specified. To maintain their confidentiality they have been counted in the Male category.

		[Note 7]		The 18-21 category in this table may include a small number of looked after young people who were over 21.

		[Notes 8]		Notes on comparability over time:

		[Note 8a]		Prior to 2005, unknowns were allocated to a category rather than being reported as unknown. This is shown using " - ".

		[Note 8b]		Prior to 2006, the number of looked after children aged 18+ was not asked.

		[Note 8c]		Prior to 2008, table includes rounded estimates wherever local authorities were not able to provide information.

		[Note 8d]		In 2008, Falkirk did not provide information on children starting to be looked after.

		[Note 8e]		Prior to 2010 figures are as at 31st March. From 2010 onwards figures are as at 31st July.
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		Table 2.4: Number and percentage of episodes of care ending during the year by episode duration														Return to contents

		This worksheet contains four tables. The first three tables contain data, the fourth table contains notes referenced in the data tables.

		Table 2.4 Number and percentage of episodes of care ending during the year by episode duration [Note 1],[Note 2], [Note 3], [Note 4]

		Length of time looked after		2012 
 Number		2012
Percentage		2021 
 Number		2021
Percentage		2022 
Number		2022
Percentage

		Under 6 weeks		309		6%		173		4%		201		6%

		6 weeks to under 6 months		407		9%		283		7%		281		8%

		6 months to under 1 year		774		16%		380		10%		334		9%

		1 year to under 3 years		1,850		39%		1,542		39%		1,151		32%

		3 years to under 5 years		754		16%		762		19%		707		20%

		5 years and over		674		14%		854		21%		876		25%

		Total		4,768		100%		3,994		100%		3,550		100%

		Table 2.4a Number and percentage of episodes of care ending during the year by age and episode duration, 2003-2022  [Note 1], [Note 2], [Note 3], [Note 5]

		Age and length of time looked after		2003		2004		2005		2006		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021		2022		Percentage change since the previous year

		Under 1

		Under 6 weeks		26		72		56		39		55		46		63		52		35		40		39		35		39		37		44		24		35		33		15		16		7%

		6 weeks to under 6 months		26		25		28		44		29		33		42		43		52		72		64		76		45		49		52		48		39		40		38		41		8%

		6 months to under 1 year		17		9		9		19		13		*		30		14		29		27		41		26		34		32		38		33		28		15		33		20		-39%

		Not known		-		-		-		-		-		*		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0%

		Total		70		107		93		102		97		101		135		109		116		139		144		137		118		118		134		105		102		88		86		77		-10%

		1-4

		Under 6 weeks		86		167		126		96		87		119		102		86		86		76		100		73		59		68		58		40		59		68		47		41		-13%

		6 weeks to under 6 months		56		116		56		67		80		119		70		75		66		85		90		99		78		71		88		73		75		69		71		46		-35%

		6 months to under 1 year		133		120		93		120		136		119		115		132		153		168		164		159		138		130		126		148		101		86		94		53		-44%

		1 year to under 3 years		244		184		195		235		254		255		395		381		442		467		460		511		478		476		481		442		406		298		377		296		-21%

		3 years to under 5 years		54		38		26		48		54		66		82		110		120		116		139		137		129		131		132		132		110		95		137		132		-4%

		Not known		-		-		-		-		-		16		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0%

		Total		573		625		496		566		611		694		764		784		867		912		953		979		882		876		885		835		751		616		726		568		-22%

		5-11

		Under 6 weeks		144		169		145		97		105		141		132		99		94		103		110		136		108		87		58		75		77		85		53		68		28%

		6 weeks to under 6 months		92		140		80		86		112		96		68		89		87		123		101		93		116		98		91		106		87		76		82		102		24%

		6 months to under 1 year		190		189		161		157		185		173		182		208		192		249		239		185		149		161		168		177		153		107		111		121		9%

		1 year to under 3 years		385		269		317		400		351		343		382		401		486		489		496		481		467		429		395		453		406		301		380		321		-16%

		3 years to under 5 years		143		162		114		162		190		206		212		207		261		238		266		276		267		226		221		236		226		143		232		227		-2%

		5 years and over		61		51		71		84		86		102		103		106		152		155		156		166		152		134		166		204		119		77		148		164		11%

		Not known		-		-		-		-		-		26		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0%

		Total		1,015		979		888		986		1,029		1,087		1,079		1,110		1,272		1,357		1,368		1,337		1,259		1,135		1,099		1,251		1,068		789		1,006		1,003		-0%

		12-15

		Under 6 weeks		151		182		182		140		130		127		103		102		73		83		118		118		78		97		66		67		74		63		52		65		25%

		6 weeks to under 6 months		155		180		143		154		146		149		98		109		104		104		121		98		105		102		76		72		93		80		69		64		-7%

		6 months to under 1 year		217		215		170		164		204		216		244		221		209		193		186		170		154		155		170		144		163		98		66		76		15%

		1 year to under 3 years		430		321		285		336		304		337		379		427		419		377		335		337		292		267		246		307		292		239		301		200		-34%

		3 years to under 5 years		109		120		86		81		82		134		108		107		110		130		107		118		87		89		100		110		97		75		137		104		-24%

		5 years and over		40		46		41		65		58		79		84		87		86		121		86		119		109		97		128		135		110		70		87		86		-1%

		Not known		-		-		-		-		-		20		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0%

		Total		1,102		1,065		907		940		924		1,062		1,016		1,053		1,001		1,008		953		960		825		807		786		835		829		625		712		595		-16%

		16+																																										7%

		Under 6 weeks		33		50		68		18		21		27		9		*		11		7		9		5		9		*		9		13		14		15		6		11		83%

		6 weeks to under 6 months		92		121		83		54		104		107		55		*		39		23		31		32		27		*		30		27		27		36		23		28		22%

		6 months to under 1 year		175		179		184		194		267		274		196		189		134		137		139		106		103		103		92		92		98		94		76		64		-16%

		1 year to under 3 years		613		543		510		553		606		656		562		602		533		517		469		410		383		410		399		343		370		346		484		334		-31%

		3 years to under 5 years		198		223		169		243		243		247		250		248		257		270		260		269		257		215		205		197		210		183		256		244		-5%

		5 years and over		163		129		166		229		242		233		328		373		381		398		405		461		508		521		635		629		599		533		619		626		1%

		Not known		-		-		-		-		-		25		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0%

		Total		1,274		1,245		1,180		1,291		1,483		1,569		1,400		1,448		1,355		1,352		1,313		1,283		1,287		1,287		1,370		1,301		1,318		1,207		1,464		1,307		-11%

		All ages

		Under 6 weeks		440		640		578		390		398		460		409		342		299		309		376		367		293		292		235		219		259		264		173		201		16%

		6 weeks to under 6 months		421		583		390		405		471		504		333		349		348		407		407		398		371		355		337		326		321		301		283		281		-1%

		6 months to under 1 year		732		713		617		654		805		803		767		764		717		774		769		646		578		581		594		594		543		400		380		334		-12%

		1 year to under 3 years		1,672		1,317		1,308		1,524		1,515		1,591		1,718		1,811		1,880		1,850		1,760		1,739		1,620		1,582		1,521		1,545		1,474		1,184		1,542		1,151		-25%

		3 years to under 5 years		504		543		395		534		569		653		652		672		748		754		772		800		740		661		658		675		643		496		762		707		-7%

		5 years and over		264		225		278		378		386		414		515		566		619		674		647		746		769		752		929		968		828		680		854		876		3%

		Not known		-		-		-		-		-		88		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0%

		Total		4,034		4,021		3,566		3,885		4,144		4,513		4,394		4,504		4,611		4,768		4,731		4,696		4,371		4,223		4,274		4,327		4,068		3,325		3,994		3,550		-11%

		Table 2.4b Number and percentage of episodes of care ending during the year by age and episode duration, 2003-2022 [Note 1], [Note 2], [Note 3], [Note 4], [Note 5]

		Age and length of time looked after		2003		2004		2005		2006		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021		2022

		Under 1

		Under 6 weeks		37%		67%		60%		38%		57%		46%		47%		48%		30%		29%		27%		26%		33%		31%		33%		23%		34%		38%		17%		21%

		6 weeks to under 6 months		37%		23%		30%		43%		30%		33%		31%		39%		45%		52%		44%		55%		38%		42%		39%		46%		38%		45%		44%		53%

		6 months to under 1 year		24%		8%		10%		19%		13%		*		22%		13%		25%		19%		28%		19%		29%		27%		28%		31%		27%		17%		38%		26%

		Not known		-		-		-		-		-		*		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%

		Total		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%

		1-4

		Under 6 weeks		15%		27%		25%		17%		14%		17%		13%		11%		10%		8%		10%		7%		7%		8%		7%		5%		8%		11%		6%		7%

		6 weeks to under 6 months		10%		19%		11%		12%		13%		17%		9%		10%		8%		9%		9%		10%		9%		8%		10%		9%		10%		11%		10%		8%

		6 months to under 1 year		23%		19%		19%		21%		22%		17%		15%		17%		18%		18%		17%		16%		16%		15%		14%		18%		13%		14%		13%		9%

		1 year to under 3 years		43%		29%		39%		42%		42%		37%		52%		49%		51%		51%		48%		52%		54%		54%		54%		53%		54%		48%		52%		52%

		3 years to under 5 years		9%		6%		5%		8%		9%		10%		11%		14%		14%		13%		15%		14%		15%		15%		15%		16%		15%		15%		19%		23%

		Not known		-		-		-		-		-		2%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%

		Total		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%

		5-11

		Under 6 weeks		14%		17%		16%		10%		10%		13%		12%		9%		7%		8%		8%		10%		9%		8%		5%		6%		7%		11%		5%		7%

		6 weeks to under 6 months		9%		14%		9%		9%		11%		9%		6%		8%		7%		9%		7%		7%		9%		9%		8%		8%		8%		10%		8%		10%

		6 months to under 1 year		19%		19%		18%		16%		18%		16%		17%		19%		15%		18%		17%		14%		12%		14%		15%		14%		14%		14%		11%		12%

		1 year to under 3 years		38%		27%		36%		41%		34%		32%		35%		36%		38%		36%		36%		36%		37%		38%		36%		36%		38%		38%		38%		32%

		3 years to under 5 years		14%		17%		13%		16%		18%		19%		20%		19%		21%		18%		19%		21%		21%		20%		20%		19%		21%		18%		23%		23%

		5 years and over		6%		5%		8%		9%		8%		9%		10%		10%		12%		11%		11%		12%		12%		12%		15%		16%		11%		10%		15%		16%

		Not known		-		-		-		-		-		2%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%

		Total		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%

		12-15

		Under 6 weeks		14%		17%		20%		15%		14%		12%		10%		10%		7%		8%		12%		12%		9%		12%		8%		8%		9%		10%		7%		11%

		6 weeks to under 6 months		14%		17%		16%		16%		16%		14%		10%		10%		10%		10%		13%		10%		13%		13%		10%		9%		11%		13%		10%		11%

		6 months to under 1 year		20%		20%		19%		17%		22%		20%		24%		21%		21%		19%		20%		18%		19%		19%		22%		17%		20%		16%		9%		13%

		1 year to under 3 years		39%		30%		31%		36%		33%		32%		37%		41%		42%		37%		35%		35%		35%		33%		31%		37%		35%		38%		42%		34%

		3 years to under 5 years		10%		11%		9%		9%		9%		13%		11%		10%		11%		13%		11%		12%		11%		11%		13%		13%		12%		12%		19%		17%

		5 years and over		4%		4%		5%		7%		6%		7%		8%		8%		9%		12%		9%		12%		13%		12%		16%		16%		13%		11%		12%		14%

		Not known		-		-		-		-		-		2%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%

		Total		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%

		16+

		Under 6 weeks		3%		4%		6%		1%		1%		2%		1%		*		1%		1%		1%		0%		1%		*		1%		1%		1%		1%		0%		1%

		6 weeks to under 6 months		7%		10%		7%		4%		7%		7%		4%		*		3%		2%		2%		2%		2%		*		2%		2%		2%		3%		2%		2%

		6 months to under 1 year		14%		14%		16%		15%		18%		17%		14%		13%		10%		10%		11%		8%		8%		8%		7%		7%		7%		8%		5%		5%

		1 year to under 3 years		48%		44%		43%		43%		41%		42%		40%		42%		39%		38%		36%		32%		30%		32%		29%		26%		28%		29%		33%		26%

		3 years to under 5 years		16%		18%		14%		19%		16%		16%		18%		17%		19%		20%		20%		21%		20%		17%		15%		15%		16%		15%		17%		19%

		5 years and over		13%		10%		14%		18%		16%		15%		23%		26%		28%		29%		31%		36%		39%		40%		46%		48%		45%		44%		42%		48%

		Not known		-		-		-		-		-		2%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%

		Total		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%

		All ages

		Under 6 weeks		11%		16%		16%		10%		10%		10%		9%		8%		6%		6%		8%		8%		7%		7%		5%		5%		6%		8%		4%		6%

		6 weeks to under 6 months		10%		14%		11%		10%		11%		11%		8%		8%		8%		9%		9%		8%		8%		8%		8%		8%		8%		9%		7%		8%

		6 months to under 1 year		18%		18%		17%		17%		19%		18%		17%		17%		16%		16%		16%		14%		13%		14%		14%		14%		13%		12%		10%		9%

		1 year to under 3 years		41%		33%		37%		39%		37%		35%		39%		40%		41%		39%		37%		37%		37%		37%		36%		36%		36%		36%		39%		32%

		3 years to under 5 years		12%		14%		11%		14%		14%		14%		15%		15%		16%		16%		16%		17%		17%		16%		15%		16%		16%		15%		19%		20%

		5 years and over		7%		6%		8%		10%		9%		9%		12%		13%		13%		14%		14%		16%		18%		18%		22%		22%		20%		20%		21%		25%

		Not known		-		-		-		-		-		2%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%		0%

		Total		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%

		Table 2.4c Notes for Table 2.4, 2.4a and 2.4b

		Note number		Note detail

		[Note 1]		A child may cease to be looked after more than once in a year and so may be counted more than once.

		[Note 2]		Table excludes planned series of short term placements.

		[Note 3]		Please note that 2021 figures have been revised since the previous year due to ongoing validation work.

		[Note 4]		Some totals do not exactly equal the sum of their component parts due to the effects of rounding.

		[Note 5]		For cells shown as " - ", figures are not available. Cells containing " * " represent small numbers that are suppressed to maintain confidentiality. Other cells may be suppressed to avoid calculation of other suppressed values.

		[Notes 6]		Notes on comparability over time:

		[Note 6a]		Prior to 2005, unknowns were allocated to a category rather than being reported as unknown. This is shown using " - ".

		[Note 6b]		Prior to 2006, the number of looked after children aged 18+ was not asked.

		[Note 6c]		Prior to 2008, table includes rounded estimates wherever local authorities were not able to provide information.

		[Note 6d]		In 2008, Falkirk did not provide information on length of time looked after for children ceasing to be looked after. The total numbers of children ceasing to be looked after in this local authority are in the 'Not known' category.

		[Note 6e]		Prior to 2010 figures are as at 31st March. From 2010 onwards figures are as at 31st July.





Table 2.5

		Table 2.5: Number and percentage of episodes of care ending during the year by destination accomodation																		Return to contents

		This worksheet contains four tables. The first three tables contain data, the fourth table contains notes referenced in the data tables.

		Table 2.5 Number and percentage of episodes of care ending during the year by destination accommodation [Note 1], [Note 2], [Note 3], [Note 4], [Note 5]

		Destination accommodation		2012 
 Number		2012
Percentage		2021 
 Number		2021
Percentage		2022 Number		2022
Percentage

		At home with parents		3,254		68%		2,177		55%		1,874		53%

		Kinship Carers: friends/relatives		575		12%		529		13%		555		16%

		Kinship Care Order		-		-		98		2%		90		3%

		Former Foster Carers		63		1%		48		1%		57		2%

		Continuing Care		-		-		261		7%		255		7%

		Adopted		272		6%		231		6%		193		5%

		Supported accommodation / own tenancy		262		5%		244		6%		204		6%

		Other [Note 6]		275		6%		275		7%		295		8%

		Not known		67		1%		122		3%		24		1%

		Total		4,768		100%		3,985		100%		3,547		100%

		Table 2.5a Number of episodes of care ending during the year by destination accommodation, 2002-2022  [Note 1], [Note 2], [Note 3], [Note 4], [Note 5], [Note 7]

		Destination accommodation		2002		2003		2004		2005		2006		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021		2022

		At home with parents		2,922		2,748		2,902		1,984		2,194		2,155		2,336		2,797		2,794		2,766		3,254		3,194		3,085		2,682		2,573		2,326		2,367		2,365		1,807		2,177		1,874

		Kinship Carers: friends/relatives		340		332		345		256		323		362		377		499		532		603		575		651		676		745		656		877		571		563		481		529		555

		Kinship Care Order		-		-		-		-		-		-		-		-		-		-		-		-		-		-		-		-		113		70		53		98		90

		Former Foster Carers		-		-		-		-		-		17		47		71		84		55		63		61		82		80		104		123		116		110		85		48		57

		Continuing Care		-		-		-		-		-		-		-		-		-		-		-		-		-		-		-		-		84		167		229		261		255

		Adopted		90		111		210		117		119		133		137		204		218		264		272		298		337		303		341		367		309		265		192		231		193

		Supported accommodation / own tenancy		223		194		213		183		202		206		282		225		257		285		262		271		288		295		270		283		235		223		245		244		204

		Other [Note 6]		626		649		352		200		541		532		317		279		303		225		275		211		181		219		204		285		218		281		202		275		295

		Not known		-		-		-		826		506		739		1,017		319		316		413		67		45		47		47		75		13		314		24		31		122		24

		Total		4,201		4,034		4,022		3,566		3,885		4,144		4,513		4,394		4,504		4,611		4,768		4,731		4,696		4,371		4,223		4,274		4,327		4,068		3,325		3,985		3,547

		Table 2.5b Percentage of episodes of care ending during the year by destination accommodation, 2002-2022  [Note 1], [Note 2], [Note 3], [Note 4], [Note 5], [Note 7]

		Destination accommodation		2002		2003		2004		2005		2006		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021		2022

		At home with parents		70%		68%		72%		56%		56%		52%		52%		64%		62%		60%		68%		68%		66%		61%		61%		54%		55%		58%		54%		55%		53%

		Kinship Carers: friends/relatives		8%		8%		9%		7%		8%		9%		8%		11%		12%		13%		12%		14%		14%		17%		16%		21%		13%		14%		14%		13%		16%

		Kinship Care Order		-		-		-		-		-		-		-		-		-		-		-		-		-		-		-		-		3%		2%		2%		2%		3%

		Former Foster Carers		-		-		-		-		-		0%		1%		2%		2%		1%		1%		1%		2%		2%		2%		3%		3%		3%		3%		1%		2%

		Continuing Care		-		-		-		-		-		-		-		-		-		-		-		-		-		-		-		-		2%		4%		7%		7%		7%

		Adopted		2%		3%		5%		3%		3%		3%		3%		5%		5%		6%		6%		6%		7%		7%		8%		9%		7%		7%		6%		6%		5%

		Supported accommodation / own tenancy		5%		5%		5%		5%		5%		5%		6%		5%		6%		6%		5%		6%		6%		7%		6%		7%		5%		5%		7%		6%		6%

		Other [Note 6]		15%		16%		9%		6%		14%		13%		7%		6%		7%		5%		6%		4%		4%		5%		5%		7%		5%		7%		6%		7%		8%

		Not known		-		-		-		23%		13%		18%		23%		7%		7%		9%		1%		1%		1%		1%		2%		0%		7%		1%		1%		3%		1%

		Total		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%

		Table 2.5c Notes for Table 2.5, 2.5a and 2.5b

		Note number		Note detail

		[Note 1]		A child may cease to be looked after more than once in a year and so may be counted more than once.

		[Note 2]		Table excludes planned series of short term placements.

		[Note 3]		Please note that 2021 figures have been revised since the previous year due to ongoing validation work.

		[Note 4]		Some totals do not exactly equal the sum of their component parts due to the effects of rounding.

		[Note 5]		Cells shown as " - "  relate to 'Continuing Care' and 'Kinship Care Order' categories which were added in 2018. Prior to this, children in Continuing Care were mainly recorded in the former foster carers category, and those with Kinship Care Order were mainly recorded in the friends/relatives category.

		[Note 6]		'Other' includes residential care, homeless, in custody and other destination.

		[Notes 7]		Notes on comparability over time:

		[Note 7a]		Prior to 2005, 'unknowns' were allocated to a category rather than being reported as unknown. This is shown using " - ".

		[Note 7b]		'Former foster carers' category was added in 2007, this is shown using " - ".  Prior to this, any children in this category are included in 'Other'.

		[Note 7c]		Prior to 2008, table includes rounded estimates wherever local authorities were not able to provide information.

		[Note 7d]		Prior to 2010 figures are as at 31st March. From 2010 onwards figures are as at 31st July.





Table 2.6

		Table 2.6: Pathway plans and co-ordinators of young people who were 16 years old or over on the date they ceased to be looked after during 2021-22																				Return to contents

		This worksheet contains two tables. The first table contains data, the second table contains notes referenced in the data tables.

		Table 2.6 Pathway plans and co-ordinators of young people who were 16 years old or over on the date they ceased to be looked after during 2021-22 [Note 1], [Note 2]

		Pathway plan status		At home 
Number		Away from home 
Number		Total
Number		At home 
Percentage		Away from home 
Percentage		Total
Percentage		With Kinship Carers: friends/relatives
Number		With Foster Carers
Number		With prospective adopters/ other community
Number		In Residential Care
Number

		With a pathway plan on date of discharge		216		736		952		64%		76%		73%		197		249		51		239

		Without a pathway plan on date of discharge		121		234		355		36%		24%		27%		96		60		11		67

		With pathway co-ordinator		193		641		834		57%		66%		64%		185		212		36		208

		Without pathway co-ordinator		144		329		473		43%		34%		36%		108		97		26		98

		Total		337		970		1,307		100%		100%		100%		293		309		62		306

		Table 2.6c Notes for Table 2.6, 2.6a and 2.6b

		Note number		Note detail

		[Note 1]		Figures include all episodes of ceasing to be looked after beyond 16 years of age. A young person may cease to be looked after more than once in a year and so may be counted more than once.

		[Note 2]		It may be the case that some young people who don't have a relevant pathway plan/coordinator may be receiving similar support from adult services instead.
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		Chart 7: Cross UK comparisons of rate per 10,000 looked after children, 2004-2022												Return to contents

		This worksheet contains one chart showing data relating to cross UK comparisons of the rate per 10,000 or looked after children between 2004 and 2022.This worksheet also contains one table with notes referenced in the chart, as well as sources of data for other UK nations where applicable.

		Chart 7 Cross UK comparisons of rate per 10,000 looked after children, 2004-2022 [Note 1], [Note 2], [Note 3], [Note 4], [Note 5], [Note 6],[Note 7]

		Table C7a: Notes for Chart C7

		Note number		Note detail		Source link

		[Note 1]		Scotland data is on 31st March for comparability purposes with other UK countries.

		[Note 2]		Please note that Scotland's 2021 figures have been revised since the previous year due to ongoing validation work.

		[Note 3]		England data source		Characteristics of children in need, Reporting Year 2022 – Explore education statistics – GOV.UK (explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk)

		[Note 4]		Wales data source		Children looked after (gov.wales)

		[Note 5]		Northern Ireland Source		Children's social care statistics for Northern Ireland 2021/22 | Department of Health (health-ni.gov.uk)

		[Note 6]		Rate per 10,000 calculated using NRS mid 2021 population estimates. Rates may vary slightly from previous publications due to updated Mid Year Population Estimates.

		[Note 7]		It should be note that UK nations operate under different legislative frameworks, and as such are not directly comparable. For further information on the comparability of national data see:		UK Comparability of Children's Social Services Statistics (webarchive.org.uk)
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		Table 2.7: Number and percentage of young people ceasing to be looked after during the year with a destination of Continuing Care by age																																		Return to contents

		This worksheet contains one table.

		Table 2.7 Number and percentage of young people ceasing to be looked after during the year with a destination of Continuing Care by age

		Age at episode end		2021 
 Number		2021
Percentage		2022 
Number		2022
Percentage		Percentage change since previous year

		16		43		16%		29		11%		-33%

		17		113		43%		148		58%		31%

		18		105		40%		76		30%		-28%

		19-21		0		0%		2		1%		-

		Total		261		100%		255		100%		-2%





Table 2.8

		Table 2.8: Number and rate per 1,000 of young people ceasing to be looked after with a destination of Continuing Care by local authority																														Return to contents

		This worksheet contains two tables. The first table contains data, the second table contains notes referenced in the data tables.

		Table 2.8 Number and rate per 1,000 of young people ceasing to be looked after with a destination of Continuing Care by local authority [Note 1]

		Local authority		2021 
 Number		2021
Rate per 1,000		2022 
Number		2022
Rate per 1,000

		Aberdeen City		12		0.8		21		1.5

		Aberdeenshire		4		0.3		4		0.3

		Angus		2		0.3		4		0.6

		Argyll and Bute		4		0.7		14		2.6

		City of Edinburgh		60		1.8		51		1.5

		Clackmannanshire		1		0.3		0		0.0

		Dumfries and Galloway		7		0.8		0		0.0

		Dundee City		16		1.4		17		1.5

		East Ayrshire		0		0.0		1		0.1

		East Dunbartonshire		9		1.3		10		1.5

		East Lothian		0		0.0		4		0.6

		East Renfrewshire		2		0.3		1		0.1

		Falkirk		10		1.0		21		2.1

		Fife		2		0.1		0		0.0

		Glasgow City		6		0.1		0		0.0

		Highland		5		0.4		13		0.9

		Inverclyde		1		0.2		7		1.5

		Midlothian		21		3.6		8		1.4

		Moray		2		0.3		2		0.3

		Na h-Eileanan Siar		0		0.0		0		0.0

		North Ayrshire		4		0.5		20		2.3

		North Lanarkshire		10		0.4		3		0.1

		Orkney Islands		0		0.0		0		0.0

		Perth and Kinross		8		0.9		12		1.3

		Renfrewshire		21		1.9		14		1.2

		Scottish Borders		12		1.8		6		0.9

		Shetland Islands		0		0.0		0		0.0

		South Ayrshire		6		0.9		2		0.3

		South Lanarkshire		19		1.0		14		0.7

		Stirling		0		0.0		0		0.0

		West Dunbartonshire		0		0.0		0		0.0

		West Lothian		17		1.4		6		0.5

		Scotland		261		0.7		255		0.7

		Table 2.8a Notes for Table 2.8

		Note number		Note detail

		[Note 1]		Rate per 1,000 calculated using NRS mid 2021 population estimates (16-21 years).
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		Table 2.9: Number of young people aged 16+ ceasing to be looked after with a destination of continuing care by placement type																																Return to contents

		This worksheet contains one table.

		Table 2.9 Number of young people aged 16+ ceasing to be looked after with a destination of continuing care by placement type [Note 1],[Note2],[Note3]

		Placement Type		Kinship		Foster		Residential		Total

		Number ceasing to be looked after		293		309		281		883

		Number ceasing to be looked after with destination of continuing care [Note 4]		36		121		86		243

		Proportion with destination of continuing care		11%		28%		23%		22%

		Table 2.9a Notes for Table 2.9

		Note number		Note detail

		[Note 1]		Kinship placements include placements where young people are with family/relatives

		[Note 2]		Foster placements include placements where young people are with foster carers provided by Local Authority or with foster carers purchased by Local Authority

		[Note 3]		Residential placement include placements in Local Authority home, residential school or Other residential

		[Note 4]		The Total excludes those who have a destination of continuing care but whose placement does not match criteria for receiving continuing care (Kinship, Foster or Residential).





Table 2.10

		Table 2.10: Number and percentage of young people in Continuing Care by age, on 31 July 2021-2022																								Return to contents

		This worksheet contains one table.

		Table 2.10 Number and percentage of young people in Continuing Care by age on 31 July

		Age		2021 
 Number		2021
Percentage		2022
 Number		2022
Percentage		Percentage change since previous year

		16		26		5%		17		2%		-35%

		17		38		7%		49		7%		29%

		18		198		36%		245		36%		24%

		19-21		283		51%		364		53%		29%

		22+		8		1%		12		2%		50%

		Total		553		100%		687		100%		24%
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		Table 2.11: Young people in Continuing Care by local authority, on 31 July 2021-2022																Return to contents

		This worksheet contains two tables. The first table contains data, the second table contains notes referenced in the data tables.

		Table 2.11 Young people in Continuing Care by local authority, on 31 July [Note 1]

		Local authority		2021 
 Number		2021
Rate per 1,000		2022 
Number		2022
Rate per 1,000

		Aberdeen City		31		2.2		31		2.2

		Aberdeenshire		0		0.0		0		0.0

		Angus		0		0.0		4		0.6

		Argyll and Bute		0		0.0		0		0.0

		City of Edinburgh		103		3.1		145		4.3

		Clackmannanshire		11		3.4		8		2.5

		Dumfries and Galloway		3		0.4		0		0.0

		Dundee City		39		3.4		35		3.0

		East Ayrshire		0		0.0		0		0.0

		East Dunbartonshire		26		3.8		23		3.4

		East Lothian		11		1.7		0		0.0

		East Renfrewshire		0		0.0		1		0.1

		Falkirk		15		1.5		29		2.9

		Fife		41		1.6		54		2.1

		Glasgow City		75		1.8		171		4.1

		Highland		6		0.4		0		0.0

		Inverclyde		0		0.0		0		0.0

		Midlothian		37		6.4		30		5.2

		Moray		0		0.0		1		0.2

		Na h-Eileanan Siar		0		0.0		0		0.0

		North Ayrshire		0		0.0		27		3.2

		North Lanarkshire		0		0.0		25		1.1

		Orkney Islands		0		0.0		2		1.7

		Perth and Kinross		19		2.1		0		0.0

		Renfrewshire		19		1.7		0		0.0

		Scottish Borders		24		3.5		26		3.8

		Shetland Islands		1		0.7		0		0.0

		South Ayrshire		12		1.8		0		0.0

		South Lanarkshire		39		2.0		41		2.1

		Stirling		2		0.3		1		0.1

		West Dunbartonshire		0		0.0		1		0.2

		West Lothian		39		3.2		32		2.6

		Scotland		553		1.6		687		2.0

		Table 2.11a Notes for Table 2.11

		Note number		Note detail

		[Note 1]		Rate per 1,000 calculated using NRS mid 2021 population estimates (16-21 years).





Table 2.12

		Table 2.12: Young people eligible for aftercare services by age, on 31 July 2022																Return to contents

		This worksheet contains one table.

		Table 2.12 Young people eligible for aftercare services by age, on 31 July 2022

		Status		16		17		18		19-21		22+		Total		Percentage change since previous year

		Number in receipt of aftercare		109		293		570		1,713		1,336		4,021		2%

		Number not in receipt of aftercare		146		315		623		1,263		1,685		4,032		19%

		Total eligible for aftercare		255		608		1,193		2,976		3,021		8,053		10%

		Percentage in receipt of aftercare		43%		48%		48%		58%		44%		50%		-

		Percentage not in receipt of aftercare		57%		52%		52%		42%		56%		50%		-

		Total eligible for aftercare		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		100%		-





Chart 8 

		Chart 8: Number of children referred to the Children's Reporter and numbers looked after/on Child Protection Register, 2004-2022																																						Return to contents

		This worksheet contains one chart showing data relating to the number of children referred to the Children's Reporter and numbers looked after/on the Child Protection Register between 2004 and 2022.

		Chart 8 Number of children referred to the Children's Reporter and numbers looked after/on child protection register, 2004-2022





Chart 8 

		2004		2004		2004		33298		16134

		2005		2005		2005		37341		17273

		2006		2006		2006		40880		17361

		2007		2007		2007		44545		16229

		2008		2008		2008		40178		14209

		2009		2009		2009		39068		11554

		2010		2010		2010		35693		9765

		2011		2011		2011		33737		7857

		2012		2012		2012		28015		5336

		2013		2013		2013		20293		3473

		2014		2014		2014		17476		2764

		2015		2015		2015		14141		2891

		2016		2016		2016		13688		2761

		2017		2017		2017		13254		2995

		2018		2018		2018		11268		3060

		2019		2019		2019		10881		2824

		2020		2020		2020		10823		2840

		2021		2021		2021		8013		2207

		2022		2022		2022		8691		2398
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Table 3.1

		Table 3.1: Secure care accomodation bed complement on 31 July 2022						Return to contents

		This worksheet contains two tables. The first table contains data, the second table contains notes referenced in the data tables.

		Table 3.1 Secure care accommodation bed complement on 31 July 2022 [Note 1]

		Accommodation		Number of beds

		Edinburgh Secure Services		6

		Good Shepherd		18

		Kibble		18

		Rossie Secure Accommodation Services		18

		St Mary's Kenmure		24

		Total		84

		Table 3.1a Notes for Table 3.1

		Note number		Note detail

		[Note 1]		Excludes emergency or short-term beds.



&COFFICIAL SENSITIVE - RESTRICTED UNTIL 9:30AM 31 MARCH 2015



Table 3.2

		Table 3.2: Secure care accomodation usage and capacity during the year, 2014-2022																				Return to contents

		This worksheet contains two tables. The first table contains data, the second table contains notes referenced in the data tables.

		Table 3.2 Secure care accommodation usage and capacity during the year, 2014-2022 [Note 1], [Note 2]

		Usage during the year		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021		2022		Percentage change since previous year

		Admissions		232		249		256		248		210		217		194		177		149		-16%

		Discharges		226		245		253		257		213		210		194		178		160		-10%

		Average number of residents		74		82		85		76		80		79		82		76		74		-3%

		Average number of residents from within Scotland		67		76		72		56		45		53		53		47		41		-13%

		Average number of residents from outside Scotland		7		6		13		19		35		26		28		29		33		14%

		Minimum number of residents		60		71		77		67		73		71		75		64		65		2%

		Maximum number of residents		84		89		90		87		86		88		88		84		82		-2%

		Number of nights emergency/ short term beds used [Note 3]		5		146		50		90		284		398		209		40		20		-50%

		Number of residents using emergency/ short term beds [Note 3]		3		13		11		25		42		55		28		17		8		-53%

		Table 3.2a Notes for Table 3.2

		Note number		Note detail

		[Note 1]		Young people can be admitted and discharged more than once during the year.

		[Note 2]		Three services reported having an emergency bed: Rossie School; Good Shepherd; and Kibble.

		[Note 3]		The large drop in figures relating to emergency beds may have partly been driven by the overall decline in number of admissions over the last few years as well as the decrease in average number of residents. In addition, St. Mary's Kenmure no longer offering emergency beds.
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Table 3.3 

		Table 3.3: Young people in secure care accomodation by sex, age, disability, and length of stay on 31 July 2014-2022																										Return to contents

		This worksheet contains two tables. The first table contains data, the second table contains notes referenced in the data tables.

		Table 3.3 Young people in secure care accommodation by sex, age, disability, and length of stay on 31 July 2014-2022 [Note 1]

				2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021		2022		Percentage of 2022 total

		Sex  [Note 2]

		Male		52		59		65		46		39		60		44		44		33		49%

		Female		29		26		23		34		43		24		37		34		34		51%

		Age

		13 years old or under		5		7		9		14		12		*		5		9		7		10%

		14 years		12		18		18		18		18		*		13		13		18		27%

		15 years		31		28		27		26		25		21		26		16		18		27%

		16 years or over		33		32		34		22		27		55		37		40		24		36%

		Disability [Note 3]

		Yes		-		-		34		27		39		27		7		18		21		31%

		No/unknown		-		-		54		53		43		57		74		60		46		69%

		Length of stay at year end

		Less than 1 month		13		17		20		26		10		21		17		17		12		18%

		1 month to under 2 months		14		16		14		13		14		16		14		10		10		15%

		2 months to under 3 months		14		13		14		12		13		9		6		5		10		15%

		3 months to under 6 months		23		26		24		25		27		22		18		29		18		27%

		6 months to under 1 year		9		*		10		*		14		11		16		14		13		19%

		1 year or more		8		*		6		*		0		5		2		1		0		0%

		Total		81		85		88		80		82		84		81		78		67		100%

		Table 3.3a Notes for Table 3.3

		Note number		Note detail

		[Note 1]		For cells shown as " - ", figures are not available. Cells containing " * " represent small numbers that are suppressed to maintain confidentiality. Other cells may be suppressed to avoid calculation of other suppressed values.

		[Note 2]		Trans, intersex, and non-binary individuals are grouped with males for the purposes of maintaining confidentiality.

		[Note 3]		Since 2016, the binary question was asked: “does the young person have a mental or physical impairment which has  a substantial and long-term adverse effect on their ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities?”. Prior to 2016,  additional support needs categories were asked for.
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Table 3.4

		Table 3.4: Cross UK comparisons of number of secure care accomodation services, places approved, and children accomodation, 31 March 2014-2022																								Return to contents

		This worksheet contains two tables. The first table contains data, the second table contains notes referenced in the data tables, including sources of data for other UK nations where applicable.

		Table 3.4 Cross UK comparisons of number of secure care accommodation services, places approved, and children accommodated, 31 March 2014-2022 [Note 1], [Note 2], [Note 3], [Note 4]

		UK nation		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021		2022

		England

		Number of secure children's homes		16		14		14		14		14		14		13		13		13

		Places approved		276		232		232		232		233		237		232		231		231

		Children accommodated		211		194		192		184		189		162		171		130		157

		Wales

		Number of secure children's homes		1		1		1		1		1		1		1		1		1

		Places approved		22		22		22		22		22		22		22		22		18

		Children accommodated		18		11		18		19		15		10		13		12		8

		Scotland

		Number of secure care accommodation services		5		5		5		5		5		5		5		5		5

		Places approved		90		90		90		84		84		84		84		84		84

		Children accommodated		80		85		84		81		81		84		82		72		68

		Table 3.4a Notes for Table 3.4

		Note number		Note detail		Source link

		[Note 1]		Please note that the legal routes into secure care can vary between the UK countries.

		[Note 2]		Source for England and Wales available from:		Statistics: secure children’s homes

		[Note 3]		For Northern Ireland, official/national statistics are not produced on secure care accommodation.

		[Note 4]		The figures from outside Scotland include children placed on welfare grounds only.

		[Note 5]		Scotland total includes a number of children from the rest of the UK, so trends in each country based on the children's origin may be different.

		[Note 6]		To allow for comparison with England and Wales Scotland's data within this table is at 31 March for all years with the exception of 2020 for which it is at 29 February.






